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ABSTRACT 


The purpose of this study was to examine perceptions of 
students regarding the generation gap. An attempt was made to 
identify some of the factors in the parent-child relationship which 
may be related to the generation gap. The study was also intended to 
examine differences in student perceptions of the generation gap in 
terms of the following variables: age, sex, religious affiliation, 
family background, community background, socio-economic status, 
value orientations, and the employment status of the student's 
mother. 

Usable data were obtained from 480 students in grades ten 
and twelve in urban and rural centres in Alberta. Examination of the 
data revealed that approximately one-quarter of the respondents felt 
that a generation gap always or often existed between themselves and 
their parents. In contrast, nearly one-half of the respondents felt 
that a generation gap always or often existed for other members of 
their generation. The difference between students' perceptions of 
a personal generation gap and their perceptions of a generation gap 
for others was found to be statistically significant. 

It was found that the presence of a perceived personal 
generation gap is related to a perceived break in intergenerational 
communication, a perceived lack of intergenerational interaction, 

a perceived degree of intergenerational distrust, and perceived 


differences in views and opinions with regard to politics, religion 
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and morality. 

The findings of the study also revealed that, with two 
exceptions, no statistically significant differences in student 
perceptions of a personal generation gap, or a generation gap for 
others, were found when the students were compared on the basis of 
age, sex, meet auscareriiariod. family background, community 
background, socio-economic status, and the employment status of the 
student's mother. Exceptions to these results included the finding 
that males perceived a generation gap for others to a significantly 
greater degree than females, and the finding that students who had 
no religious affiliation perceived a personal generation gap to a 
significantly greater degree than did students of Protestant 
religious affiliation. 

No significant differences in traditional or emergent value 
orientations were found when students were grouped according to 
their perceptions of a personal generation gap. Nor were significant 
differences found in emergent value orientations when students were 
grouped on the basis of their perceptions of a generation gap for 
others. A statistically significant F ratio was obtained for 
differences in the mean scores for traditional value orientations 
when students were grouped according to their perceptions of a 
generation gap for others. However, no significant differences 
were found between any pair of means when the Scheffé multiple 


comparison of means test was applied. 
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Chapter 1 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STUDY 


INTRODUCTION 


Several writers have supported the idea that there is a 
distinct set of social differences between youth and the older 
generation. Mead (1969:135), for example, has suggested that the 
young are by definition separated from their elders, and that today, 
members of the older generation are immigrants in time living in 
an age substantially different from anything they have previously 
experienced. 

Although a great deal has been said and written about the 
generation gap, relatively little empirical research has been 
carried out. This study was intended to examine the position of the 


younger generation with regard to the issue of the generation gap. 


STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


The Problem 

The main purpose of this study was to examine perceptions of 
students regarding a generation gap. This study was designed to 
investigate the degree to which students perceive a generation gap 
between themselves and their parents, and between their generation 
and their parents' generation. Further, this study has attempted to 


discover some of the factors in the parent-child relationship which 
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may be related to the generation gap. In addition, it was the intent 
of this study to examine differences in student perceptions of the 
generation gap in terms of the following variables: age, sex, 
religious affiliation, family background, community background, 
socio-economic status, value orientations, and the employment status 


of the student's mother. 


Sub- Problems 

1. To what degree do students perceive a generation gap 
between themselves and their parents? 

2. To what degree do students perceive a generation gap 
between their generation and their parents' generation? 

3. To what degree does a relationship exist between 
perceptions of students regarding intergenerational communication 
and their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 

4. To what degree does a relationship exist between 
perceptions of students regarding intergenerational participation 
and interaction and their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 

5. To what degree does a relationship exist between 
perceptions of students regarding intergenerational trust and 
their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 

6. To what degree does a relationship exist between 
perceptions of students regarding differences in political views 
and their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 

7. To what degree does a relationship exist between 


perceptions of students regarding differences in religious views 
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and their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 


8. To what degree does a relationship exist between 


perceptions of students regarding differences in views on morality 


and their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 


of a generation 
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status of the student's mother? 


differences in student perceptions 
on the basis of age? 
differences in student perceptions 
on the basis of sex? 
differences in student perceptions 


on the basis of religious 


differences in student perceptions 
on the basis of family background? 
differences in student perceptions 


on the basis of community 


differences in student perceptions 


on the basis of socio-economic 


differences in student perceptions 
on the basis of value orientations? 
differences in student perceptions 


on the basis of the employment 
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 


One of the problems faced by some youth today is the 
generation gap, a phenomenon characterized in whole or in part by 
a break in effective intergenerational communication, an absence of 
meaningful participation and interaction involving both generations, 
and a degree of mutual distrust between parents and their children. 
Any differences in the values, attitudes and beliefs held by parents 
and those held by their children may also constitute part of what is 
known as the generation gap. 

A greater understanding of the generation gap may help 
administrators to better understand students. This understanding 
may be of help in various instances of student-administrator 
interaction, including, for example, such activities as counselling, 
or discipline. 

The school also has a role to play in developing curriculum 
programs which take into account the values and opinions of youth, 
recognizing that these values and opinions may be different from 
some of those held by the adult generation, and recognizing also 
that it is generally the value system of the adult generation 
which underlies present curriculum programs. Knill (1963:36), 
writing about what he termed the adolescent sub-society, suggested 
that: 

Once educators are in a position to understand and describe 
this sub-society, and have some insight into its dynamics, 


then they will be in a position to capitalize upon its 
strength for better education. 
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In the short run, the school may also be able to play a 
role in lessening the severity of the generation gap by providing 
opportunities for youth and adults to air their views through such 
activities as the establishment of discussion groups. In the long run, 
the school may be able to lessen the impact of the generation gap 
by educating for the acceptance of change. If people are educated 
to accept change more easily, then the problems of the generation 
gap may be significantly reduced. 

One generation may find change in the next generation more 
acceptable as well as being easier to understand and make 
adjustments to, if schools are able to bring about an acceptance 


of change by that generation. 


DEFINITION OF TERMS 


Community Background 


Community background refers to an individual's area of 
residence, which, for the purposes of this study, has been categorized 
as either urban or rural. Rural centres in this study were randomly 
selected from a list of communities, each of which had a population 
of less than 5000. Those individuals who had spent the greatest 
part of their lives in a city, and/or had lived in a city for at 
least the past five years, were categorized as having an urban 
community background. Those individuals who had spent the greatest 
part of their lives living in a town, village, or on a farm, 


and/or those who had lived in a town, village, or on a farm for at 
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least the past five years, were categorized as having a rural 


community background. 


Family Background 


For the purposes of this study family background includes 
information with regard to the person(s) with whom an individual 
ordinarily lives, his position within the family, family size, and 
information with regard to the marital status of the individual's 


parents. 


Generation Gap 


The term generation gap is used to imply a separation 
between members of two generations. No attempt is made here to give 
a more precise definition; however, the study itself hopefully 


contributes to a clearer understanding of the term. 


Personal generation gap. A personal generation gap refers 


to personal perceptions of a generation gap between an individual 


and his own parents. 


Generation gap for others. A generation gap for others 


refers to perceptions of a generation gap between other members 
of the individual's own generation and the generation of the 


individual's parents. 


Intergenerational Communication 


Intergenerational communication refers to the ability to 


express opinions and feelings to members of another generation. 
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Intergenerational Participation and Interaction 


Intergenerational participation and interaction refers to the 
presence of mutually enjoyed activities in which both youth and their 


parents participate. 


I 


Intergenerational Trust 


Intergenerational trust refers to the presence of trust 


and confidence between members of two generations. 


Religious Affiliation 


Religious affiliation refers to an individual's expressed 
connection or association with a given system of faith or worship. 
For the purposes of this study, individuals were categorized as 
being Catholic (including Roman and Ukrainian Catholic), Protestant, 


Other, or as having no religious affiliation. 


Socio-Economic Status 

Socio-economic status refers to the different levels 
assigned to people according to their various social characteristics, 
but with particular emphasis upon occupation, education, and wealth. 
For the purposes of this study, socio-economic status was measured 
by means of a modified form of the Gough Home Index Scale. Students 
who scored 9 or less on the Gough Scale were categorized as being of 
"low'' socio-economic status. Those who scored 10, 11, or 12 were 
categorized as being of "middle" socio-economic status, while those 
who scored 13 or more on the Gough Scale were categorized as being 


of "high'’ socio-economic status. 
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Values 

The following definition of values, proposed by Kluckhohn 
(1959:395) and accepted by several other researchers, is used in 
this study: 

A value is a conception, explicit or implicit, distinctive of 
an individual or characteristic of a group, of the desirable 
which influences the selection from the available modes, means 
and ends of action. 
This definition of values gives emphasis to the desicab le, thaesis. 
what is felt to be the correct course of action for the individual 
or group to take. This may, of course, be something different from 
that which is ordinarily practiced. 

For the purposes of this study, value orientations are 
operationally defined as those derived from the raw scores on the 
revised and adapted Differential Values Inventory (DVI), which was 
originally developed by Prince (1959) and revised by Friesen of 
the University of Alberta in 1970. These value orientations are 


based upon the classification of traditional and emergent values 


as formulated by Spindler (1955) and Getzels (1957). 


Traditional value orientation. A traditional value 
orientation is characteristic of an individual who emphasizes the 
work-success ethic, a future-time orientation, personal independence, 


and rigid discipline, as measured by the revised and adapted DVI. 


Emergent value orientation. An emergent value orientation 


is characteristic of an individual who emphasizes sociability, 
hedonistic tone, group conformity, and other directed orientation, 


as measured by the revised and adapted DVI. 
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ASSUMPTIONS 


One of the basic assumptions underlying this study was that 
it is possible by means of a paper and pencil test to gather 
information from high school students that is representative of 
the views and opinions which they actually hold. 

It was also assumed that the respondents who participated 
in this study had the knowledge necessary to complete the 
instrument, and that the instrument provided a valid and reliable 


measure of the variables involved in this study. 
LIMITATIONS 


The study was limited by recognition of the fact that the 
scope of the study did not examine all possible aspects of the 
generation gap. The study was limited to perceptions of a generation 
gap between parents and their children, and between the generation 
of parents and their children's generation. 

Although an attempt was made to ensure that the schools 
used in this study were representative of urban and rural Alberta, 
and although an effort was also made to ensure that the students 
who responded to the questionnaire were representative of grade 
ten and twelve students in Alberta, it is important to point out 
that the respondents were not chosen on a random basis, and that 
caution should be used in generalizing the results of this study 


to other groups of students. 
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A further limitation results from the impossibility of 
eliminating all extraneous variables which may have a bearing 
upon responses made in completing the instrument. This problem, 
faced by social science researchers in general, is especially 
important in the present study since much of the information sought 


was of a highly subjective nature. 


DELIMITATI ONS 


The sample included only students in selected urban and rural 
schools in Alberta, who were in grade ten or twelve, and who were 


present at the time the questionnaire was administered. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE THESIS 


This chapter has introduced the research problem and 
sub-problems, presented the significance of the study, the definition 
of important terms, and stated the assumptions, limitations, and 
delimitations of the study. 

In Chapter 2, a review of the literature related to the study 
is provided. Chapter 3 presents the methodology of the study, including 
a description of the instrumentation, the sample, and data collection, 
treatment and analysis. In Chapter 4, a detailed description of the 
sample is provided. Chapter 5 presents the analysis of the data. 
Chapter 6 contains a summary of the study, a statement of the main 
conclusions and implications arising from the study, and some 


suggestions for further research. 
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Chapter 2 


REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 


INTRODUCTION 


The generation gap is widely recognized as being an important 
problem facing our society. However, a survey of both the popular and 
professional literature indicates that there is little agreement 
on a precise definition of the term "generation gap."' In this regard 
Mauss and Winston (1971:1) attested that difficulty with the 
"seneration gap" concept occurs at both the theoretical and 
operational levels, in that at both levels, explicit definitions 
are lacking, while implicit definitions are ambigious and hard to 
extract. 

In its basic form the generation gap may be considered a 
function of the long maturation period of human beings. In this 
sense the generation gap has been with mankind throughout history. 
Some writers argue that the generation gap which exists today is 
different only in degree from that which existed in the past. 
Crawford (1967) asserted that the generation gap has merely been 
re-discovered. He claimed that constant repetition of the idea that 
the gap between the young and the old is wider and deeper now than 
it ever was before, has induced general acceptance of this idea. 

Other writers believe that today's generation gap is 
different not only in degree, but in kind, from that which existed 


in the past. This difference is generally attributed to rapid 
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LZ 
technological and social change. Mead (1970:78), referring to the 
older generation, suggested that no other generation in the past 

has ever known, experienced, and incorporated such rapid 
changes, watched the sources of power, the means of communication, 
the definition of humanity, the limits of their explorable 
universe, the certainties of a known and limited world, the 
fundamental imperatives of life and death--all change before 
their eyes. 
Realizing this, the older generation must recognize that the young 
", . . will never experience what we have experienced, and that we 
can never experience what they have experienced" (Mead, 1970:79). 


In this sense, " 


we must recognize that we have no descendents, 
as our children have no forebears" (Mead, 1970:78). 

Stedman Jones (1969:39) suggested that because of the rapid 
rate of societal change, 

- - each new generation travels through a different mental 
universe en route to adulthood; and the gap between its 
cultural shell and that of its predecessors is constantly 
widening. 

Davis (1940) saw rapid social change as the single most 
important cause of parent-adolescent conflict. In this regard, 
Brawer (1971:2) stated that there is an inverse relationship 
between the rate of social innovation and rapport between generations. 
An inverse relationship between social change and intergenerational 
rapport was also seen by Sebald (1968:53). 

A related position was taken by Coleman (1965) who contended 
that changes in the structure of society have given rise to 


communication problems between adults and youth. He argued that 


changes such as the increased number of women in the labor force 
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and the shift toward the nuclear family have combined to make the 
family less aunesiee ala less effective as a child-rearing agency. 

This development, Coleman claimed, is largely responsible for a 


breakdown in intergenerational communication. 
YOUTH CULTURE AND ALIENATION 


Just as there is a lack of agreement regarding the concept 
of the generation gap, there is disagreement about the terms 
"youth culture" and "alienation," both of which may bear an 
important relationship to the generation gap concept. Gottlieb 
(1965 :32) reported a survey of social scientists which found that 
while there was general agreement on the existence of a youth sub- 
culture, there were differing opinions on where and how it departs 
from the total or more universal culture. 

In its most general form, the youth culture concept relates 
to the special tastes of adolescents in such matters as dress, 
language, music and leisure activity. Parsons (1942 :606-607) 
considered youth culture as being composed of a complex set of 
behavior patterns which developed at the point of emergence into 
adolescence. He saw it as a culture involving irresponsibility 
and flippancy, and suggested that it "'. . . shows signs of being 
a product of tensions in the relationship of younger people and 
adults'' (Parsons, 1942 :608). 

Weiner (1971:157), while agreeing with the existence of a 


youth culture, with an idosyncratic terminology, tastes and 


ao treciach uh * 
é he I “ae a= .: 
tqeono0s ed3 gatbisget pe, to dost a 8 ee anal 


enrrod efi suods saomesxgseth ek ated? «¢ 


as ised yem doidw to fitod * mene 
ty 


deti3Jtoo .3qson0s qeg moisjs7sasg 9) @2 


7) 


tad3 bauot doisw ejettneioe Isioos Jo ysvive 8 be: 


-dua dsuoy 8 lo sonetdaixe efi no JusmeeTgs iesensg cow 92 ) 


etzeqeb ii word bre stew a0 enolntqo gmtzeiitb sroW exodd om 
pokd ; > + 


.etution fpexevins s1om to f sto 

2e93sis1 Jason0 stusivo divoy edd ,ms0} Isteneg Je0m ott 
,225tb es assjiam dove ai stnssesiabe Io eases sites o 
({03-008; S901) amoetet .ytividos sxwetes! bas steam 188 


to tos xolqmoo 8 26 Sesoqmoo grisd sa siutino H3w0y 


oint sonegtems lo taloq sf2 Js beqoleveb doldw en't0238q 7 ; 
x 


“i ilidtenoqesiz! gaivioval s1v3ivo & ee 3% wee eH set 


gated lo eagte awoile . . .' 33 38d3 bosaoggue Bue . Yor 


bes siqoeq tesgavoy to qidenolisisz sii alk enotetes to Joub 


. (808; SbCT , ehoexe4) 


s to souatetxs odd ATiw gaisetas sitdw , (Ver: Iver) xsartow” 


bas 693259 ,vgofonimres siteronyeobt ne diiw’ ,etediot 


’ 


ae 


Me 


‘a 


. ‘. = 


14 
standards, argued that often the concept is over-generalized to 
include, on the part of youth, '. . . a search for commitment 
through allegiance to radical points of view." He stated further 
that commitment to radical points of view is characteristic of 
relatively few members of the younger generation. Weiner was 
particularly critical of such writers as Keniston with regard to 
the concepts of youth culture and alienation. Yet Keniston 
readily admitted that in such works as The Uncommitted (1965 :392) 
and Young Radicals (1968:326), he was dealing only with a small 
segment of the younger generation. Keniston (1965:395) suggested 
that rather than speaking of one embracing youth sub-culture, it 
would be more appropriate to speak of many youth sub-cultures which 
share some common characteristics. 

At the same time, Keniston (1965:395) also suggested that 
the period of youth is a period of socially enforced alienation. 
On the other hand, Mitchell (1971:57) wrote: "When discussing 
alienated adolescents, we are not talking about a majority: we are 
talking about a minority -- probably in the 10 to 20 percent range." 
It is evident from the work of these and other writers that the 
concept of alienation has been used and developed in different ways 
by different people. It is of interest to note that Seeman (1959) 
identified five alternative meanings of alienation, and within each 
of these five categories there is a further variation in the use and 
meaning of the term. 

Several writers, in dealing with the problems of youth, have 


dealt with what they perceive as the alienating effects of present-day 
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15 
society. In The Vanishing Adolescent, Friedenberg (1969:17) 
contended that fewer and fewer youngsters were going through a 
real adolescent process of self-definition or self-identification; 
instead ". . . they merely undergo puberty and simulate maturity." 
Friedenberg (1959 :202) stated that conditions in our society 
regularly frustrate" . . . the natural processes of emotional 
development in adolescence." In a more recent work, he appeared 
to regard conflict between the older generation and youth as a 
reversal in the trend toward what he had earlier described as 
ee - a Silent and beat generation" (Friedenberg, 1969:17). Although 
dealing with only a minority of youth, especially those prone to 
dissent, he saw such dissent as an ''. . . expression of what has 
become genuine class-conflict between a dominant and exploitive older 
generation and youth. . . " (Friedenberg, 1969:32). Friedenberg 
(1969:53) declared that the term "generation gap'' is a passive 
concept developed by ". . . middle-aged liberal ideology, serving to 


allay anxiety rather than to clarify the bases of intergenerational 


conflict." He also contended that while the notion of the generation 
gap is adequate to describe "'. . . the barrier that separates many 
young people from their elders . .. ," it does in fact reflect 


me 2a false view of what is actually a profound contlietvor interest 
insour*society’” 

A similar view regarding a minority segment of the younger 
generation was developed by such writers as Goodman (1956) and 
Bloy (1969). In Growing Up Absurd Goodman (1956) stated that 


the disaffected minority in society is often viewed as the product 
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16 
of a failure in the socialization process; a failure in communication 
of society's message to the young. Goodman (1956:11) argued that 
this view may not be correct; instead, he stated, ". . . perhaps 
there has not been a failure of communication. Perhaps the social 
message has been communicated clearly to the young neh and is 
unacceptable." 

A related position was taken by Bloy (1969:357) who suggested 
that in order to understand the counter-culture of alienated youth, 
it is necessary to examine not just the alienated, ". . . but also 
the alienator, the agency or system which may well be in deeper need 
of therapy and the more appropriate object of such." 

While these writers deal specifically with minorities within 
the younger generation, others suggest that the entire younger 
generation may be viewed as a minority group. Kvaraceus (1963) 
maintained that for youth in all social classes, there exists 
alienation from both self and society, and that youth are an 
exploited and disenfranchised minority group. Kelly (1969) agreed 


that there are several pertinent characteristics of minority groups 


which can be applied to adolescents. 
ADOLESCENCE AS A STAGE IN LIFE 


It is of interest to note here that the concept of youth 
as a stage in life is relatively new. Van den Berg (1961) pointed 
out that until the eighteenth century, a child was simply 


considered to be a small adult. The child was not thought of as a 
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child in present-day terms until the Industrial Revolution 
transformed the family as an economic unit. Prior to this time 
the child was expected to assume such adult tasks as he was large 
enough to do. 

According to Shapiro (1969:16), the word "adolescence" 
doesn't make its appearance in the literature until 1835, and until 
the latter part of the nineteenth century, ". . . studies of 
adolescence are almost exclusively studies of physical growth -- 
the measurement of limbs and organs as a means of determining 
adulthood." It was not until the twentieth century that "adolescence" 
began to be regarded as a psychological state, a stage in life 
between childhood and adulthood. 

Sebald (1968:11) referred to adolescence in the social- 
psychological sense as ". . . the experience of passing through 
the unstructured and ill-defined phase that lies between childhood 
and®addlithood?" -"This’ definition of adolescence vis "clearly related 
to the position taken by Munns (1971:198), who contended that the 
major reason for conflict between the young and the old lies in the 
adolescent's state of mental development and his lack of a 
highly differentiated value system. A virtually identical view is 
held by Weiner (1971:155) who stated that the normal adolescent 
process of identity formation is a major ingredient in the 


generation gap. 


VALUES AND THE GENERATION GAP 


Several writers have suggested that the generation gap can 
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18 
be best understood in terms of differences in the values held by 
youth and older people. Halleck (1968), for example, claimed that 
value differences are the most important cause of the generation 
gap and that the two sides of the generation gap see each other as 
being guided by opposite values. Similar ideas regarding value 
differences as an issue central to the generation gap were held by 
such writers as Konopla (1969) and Brawer (1971). Sebald (1968:53) 
suggested that intergenerational conflict is marked by conflicting 
norms, goals, and behavioral patterns. 

Although few empirical studies of the generation gap itself 
have been conducted, it would appear that some very worth-while 
guidance for research may be found in the research literature on 
student values. 

Cathcart (1967) investigated some of the values held by 
high school students and their teachers. He examined student values 
as measured by the Differential Values Inventory in relation to 
such variables as age, sex, family size, grade level, socio-economic 
status, employment status of the student's mother and church 
membership. Cathcart found that students were more achievement 
oriented than teachers, and teachers were more independent than 
Students. In examining the values of students, he established that 
students who were older, students from larger families, students 
in higher grades, and students who were church members tended 
to be more traditional in their value orientations. Cathcart also 


determined that students whose mothers were working outside the 
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home did not score significantly different on the Differential 
Values Inventory from students whose mothers were not working 
outside the home. He found no major differences in values on the 
basis of sex, although each sex scored significantly higher than 
the other sex on one of the traditional and one of the emergent 
scales. Cathcart (1967:154) did not find significant differences 
in values on the basis of socio-economic status, a finding which, 
as he has suggested, ". . . is contrary to the results of much 
previous research in the relationship between social class and 
attitudes and values." 

Clark (1969) examined the values of three Canadian youth 
sub-cultures. He found value differences among student groups 
of the Jewish, Protestant, and Roman Catholic faiths, which he 
stated, ". . . can probably be attributed to differences in 
cultural background" @¢Clarky"1969%tv).4% 

In a study of values held by rural students, Lavers (1970) 
found that there were no significant differences between the values 
held by teachers and those held by their students. lLavers, who 
measured student and teacher values by means of the Differential 
Values Inventory, also reported that he found no significant 
differences between the value orientations of males and females. 
Further, the socio-economic status of students as measured by the 
Gough Home Index Scale was found to be unrelated to the values of 
students as measured by the DVI. 


In another study, Anderson (1972) investigated the value 
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20 
orientations of high school students in rural Alberta. As well as 
studying the values of rural youth as a group, Anderson also studied 
the value orientations of various sub-groups, as defined by sex, 
socio-economic status, ethnicity, place of residence, community, 
academic achievement and grade in school. The results of the study 
indicated that although ". . . intracultural value variations exist 
in the rural adolescent population studied, these differences are 
not pronounced" (Anderson, 1972:91). Anderson claimed that the 
findings of her study indicated that rural students have assimilated 
those value orientations which are accepted by society in general. 

In contrast to Anderson's findings for a rural student 
population is a contention made by Marsh regarding the rural adult 
population. Marsh (1970:60) contended that the rural person who 
migrates to an urban, industrial center for employment is 
threatened by very real value conflicts and role conflicts. 

Bealer and Willits (1961:64) stated that although the 
rural community no longer exists as a geographically isolated unit, 
", . . this does not mean that rural and urban are one." Reporting 
on a study of some 8000 Pennsylvania youth, Bealer and Willits 
(1961:64) stated that ". . . the traditional values of farm youth 
have changed less, proportionately, than the values of non-farm youth." 
Bealer and Willits suggested that just as American culture does 
not represent a single pattern of values and behavior, it seems 
likely that the adolescent subculture is not entirely homogeneous. 


The authors (Bealer and Willits, 1961:69) also suggested that it 
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may be more accurate to speak of many youth sub-cultures, and 
they contended that the place of residence, that is, rural versus 
urban residence, is one factor which fosters diversity within the 


youth culture. 
RESEARCH STUDIES ON THE GENERATION GAP 


As mentioned earlier, relatively little empirical work 
has been attempted with regard to the generation gap problem. 
Five studies which have been carried out on the topic are dealt 
with below. 

One such study took the form of a survey conducted by the 
Scholastic Research Center for Scholastic Teacher (1969), in which 


1000 students, 500 of each sex, were asked whether or not they felt 


there was a generation gap with regard to the following three areas: 


1) Outlook on Life, 2) Trust, 3) Understanding. Results from the 


survey indicated that 72.1 percent of those surveyed perceived a 
moderate or great gap with regard to Outlook on Life; 61.7 percent 


perceived a moderate or great gap with regard to Trust; and 78.8 


a 


percent perceived a moderate or great gap with regard to Understanding. 


Herzog and Sudia (1970) report a study conducted for the 
Children's Bureau of the United States Office of Child Development, 
which surveyed the views of 251 high school students in 12 American 
cities. This study found that one-half of those surveyed viewed 
the generation gap as a real problem. The students surveyed most 


often indicated that they saw the problem as a gap in understanding 
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or communication. Many of the respondents also referred to value 
clashes between the generations. 

Mauss and Winston (1971) report a study which used an 
index of identification with adult authority figures as an 
operational definition of the generation gap. The generation gap 
was defined as the extent to which high school students failed to 
identify with significant adult others including parents, teachers, 
principals and other school administrators, and policemen. The 
study found that a higher socio-economic status level, a higher 
degree of identification with the ideal of deferral gratification, 
and a higher rate of success in school as measured by grades, were 
all related to a higher degree of adult identification. Religion was 
also found to be a factor -- Jews proved to be most likely to 
identify with adult authorities, while the unchurched and the liberal 
Protestants were least likely to do so. Age and sex were not found 
to make any significant differences in identification with adult 
authorities. 

Meisels and Cantor (1971) report a study of the generation 
gap which involved 255 introductory psychology students at 
Eastern Michigan University. The students completed an attitude 
questionnaire which asked them to rate their own feelings, those of 
their parents, and those of their peers along a five-point scale 
with regard to attitudes toward a variety of contemporary issues. 
The 16-item questionnaire dealt with attitudes toward such issues 


as the war in Vietnam, the legalization of marijuana, and the 
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value of modern art. Using one-way analysis of variance and the 
Newman-Keuls test, Meisels and Cantor found that there were 
statistically significant differences between perceived parental 
and perceived peer attitudes for 14 of the 16 items. They also 
found significant differences between the students' own rating and 
that perceived for their parents for 12 of the 16 items. Further, 
student values were significantly different from perceived peer 
values for 10 of the 16 items. Meisels and Cantor suggested that 
students are apparently influenced by current propaganda on the 
generation gap. They contended that the results which showed 
Significant differences between the students' own values and those 
of their peers, can best be accounted for by the explanation that 
the students subscribe ". . . to the widely publicized notion of a 
generation gap so that, in their imagination, the younger generation 
is liberal and progressive while the parent generation is 
conservative and establishment" (Meisels and Cantor, 1971:529). 
Boshier and Taylor (1972) report a generation gap study 
recently carried out in New Zealand. The sample in this study 
consisted of 76 students between the ages of 17 and 19, along with 
the parents of these students. In the study use was made of a 
50-item scale designed to measure attitudes toward various social 
issues. Boshier and Taylor found that parents were significantly 
more conservative than their children on 25 of the items, whereas 
children were significantly more conservative than their parents on 


only 2 items. At the same time, it was found that children 
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significantly over-estimated the degree of conservatism of both 
their mothers and fathers. Further, both girls and boys were 
unable to pin-point accurately, differences between the attitudes 


held by their mothers and their fathers. 


IMPLICATIONS FOR THE PRESENT STUDY 


Rosenhaupt (1970:256) suggested that ". . . today an 
academic doesn't feel respectable until he has made a speech or 
written his prolegomena or what have you concerning the generation 


" “While much has been written about the problem of the 


gap. 
generation gap, relatively little empirical research has been 
carried out. 

From a review of the literature it appears that the 
concepts of “youth culture" and "alienation," as these terms have 
been used and developed by various writers, are of little aid in 
arriving at a clear conception of the "generation gap.'' The term 
"seneration gap" itself remains ill-defined, and there is widespread 
disagreement as to the causes and even the significance of this 
phenomenon. 

The need for a study to further examine the position of the 
younger generation on the issue of the generation gap appears to be 
evident. There is not only a need to examine student perceptions of 
a generation gap between themselves and their parents, or their 
generation and their parents' generation, but also a need to 


arrive at a clearer understanding of the generation gap concept held 


by the younger generation. 
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Further, the review of the literature dealt with above also 
suggests that differences in student perceptions of the generation 
gap could be examined in terms of a number of variables including 
age, sex, religious affiliation, family background, community 
background, socio-economic status, value orientations, and the 


employment status of the student's mother. 


Z5 


edd bos eno liadan 230 | sulev a 
hic aay ‘ “ 

-Isdion at 

oval tee 


Rrvire! Jello 


OPO!) Chge eet pang ewages “usryena(iy ae lene 
aivs ene ee ee 
my i. +) 


Ai ; We 


i] «= “Oa; rap 


Chapter 3 
RES EARCH METHODOLOGY 


This chapter presents a description of the instrument 
used for data collection, and outlines the procedure used for the 


collection of data and the methodology applied in the study. 
INS TRUMENTATION 


The instrument used in collecting the data was designed 
especially for this investigation. The data were collected by means 
of a four-part questionnaire, a copy of which may be found in 
Appendix B. 

The first part of the questionnaire was designed to 
provide basic demographic and socio-economic data. Among these 
were sex, age, grade level, religious affiliation, community 
background, family size, the individual's position within the 
family, the marital status of the individual's parents, the 
person(s) with whom the individual ordinarily resides, and the 
employment status of the individual's mother. Socio-economic data 
were obtained by means of a modified form of the Gough Home Index 
Scale. 

The original form of the Home Index Scale was developed 
by Gough (1949) on the assumption that socio-economic status 
could best be measured by a combination of indices. The test-retest 


reliability coefficient of Gough's scale was 0.989 when used on a 
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sample of 55 college students (Gough, 1949:54). Using a sample of 
252 high school students, Gough calculated a Kuder-Richardson 
coefficient of 0.74 as a measure of internal consistency. 

Elley (1961:105) modified the original Gough scale to 
make it more applicable to Canadian usage. His modified scale 
showed a split-half reliability coefficient of 0.77 anda 
correlation of 0.61 with Blishen's Occupational Class Scale. 

Further minor modifications have since been incorporated 
to update the scale. A question relating to the ownership of a 
hi-fi or record player was changed so as to ask about the 
ownership of a stereo record player. A second question, relating 
to the father's membership in clubs and organizations, was deleted 
and replaced by a question which dealt with the ownership of a 
color television set. Overall, the scale contained twenty 
questions related to the education of parents, property ownership, 
and social and recreational life style. Benoit (1967), Cathcart (1967), 
Clark (1969), Lavers (1970), MacLeod (1971) and Johnson (1972) 
used this scale in studies conducted at the University of Alberta 
involving high school students. 

In the present study, four additional modifications were 
made to the Gough scale. In two questions relating to the education 
of parents, the word "'senior'' was used to modify the term "high 
school"; in a third question, relating to the number of books 
owned by the family, the modifier "hard cover" was deleted; and in 


a fourth question, relating to holidays taken by the family, the 
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28 
words ''your community'' were substituted for the word "town." The 
scale dked in this study appears as questions 11 through 30 in the 
first part of the questionnaire. 

The second part of the questionnaire was designed to obtain 
data regarding perceptions of the parent-child relationship. 
Responses were to be selected from a five-part scale ranging from 
"always" to 'never.'' Respondents were asked to answer six questions 
relating to intergenerational communication, mutually enjoyed 
activities, intergenerational trust, and similarity of views 
and opinions on politics, religion, and morality. 

Part three of the questionnaire consisted of a Differential 
Values Inventory (DVI) adapted by Friesen of the University of 
Alberta. The original DVI was devised by Prince (1957) on the 
basis of theory and classification formulated by Spindler (1955) 
and Getzels (1957). Other adapted versions of the Prince DVI were 
used by Lupini (1965), Cathcart (1967), and Walter (1971) in 
studies conducted at the University of Alberta. 

The present study made use of the DVI revised by Friesen 
in 1970, and used by Barker (1972) and Johnson (1972) at the 
University of Alberta. This DVI is comprised of thirty-seven 
Likert-type items designed to determine the values held by high 
school students. These items represent eight categories related 
to the traditional and emergent conceptualization of Getzels and 


Spindler. The eight value categories are shown at the top of page 29. 
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Traditional Emergent 
1. Work-success ethic tee Oclabinlity 
2. Future-time orientation 2. Hedonistic tone 
3. Personal independence 3. Group conformity 
4. Rigid discipline 4. Other directed 


Scores of from one to five were assigned for responses to 


each item, depending upon the degree of agreement with the statement. 


As outlined by Barker (1972:35), items which produced Varimax 
loadings of less than .400 were discarded. The twenty-nine items 
which produced above .400 loadings on the Varimax Rotated Factors 
on the eight subscales are represented in Table 1. The factor 
analysis of all thirty-seven items on an eight factor loading 

is presented in Appendix C. Scores on items with negative loadings 
were reflected so that they could be correctly related to other 
items on the scale. 

In the present study, scores on the four traditional and 
four emergent subscales were added so that an orientation score for 
each respondent could be obtained on the traditional and emergent 
scales. Scores on each of these scales were then examined in 
relation to students' perceptions of the generation gap. 

The fourth and final part of the questionnaire consisted 
of two questions which required respondents to indicate the 
degree to which they felt a generation gap existed between 
themselves and their parents, and between their generation and 


their parents' generation. 


29 


- : 
wa ye wos ui 28 


@ 7 ; 


9nod oiselnobalt ay 
Yiiavolaes quow, .£ ida 

bajcetth 19d30 6h) 

0} 29enoqeet 10% beagieen stew svi? oF ene mx | 
.jnemeisie of3 ddtw insmeetgs. to win sii noqu 
xemisaY booubowg doldw amet) ,(26:SV@L) sadeaat ad 
emej3t eain-ytoews sft -bebrsceib sisw OP. wand enol : 
etoto8% bstsio& xamizsV¥ edd mo zgaibast 0a, svoda, 
ro3oat edT .{ sideaT at bedaeserqe1 sum eeisoedue Idgisy 
anibsol 1902983 Jdgio om oo enssi nevee-ystidd Ils: Jo 8. a 6 
egnitbsol svijagen diiw emedt mo este0® .9 xtbaeqqA nt bajas 
191430 o3 batais:r yitosiz0s ad bivos yors 3tad3 oe betosl v 
.olese of mo ames : 


bas isaoidibs1a.sv0% 9f3 oo Bot0c2 ,ybuse 3092924 odd al =)” 


toi syo28 molisjastito as Jada oe bsbbs gtaw aslsoedue < 


jnegiems bas Isnotsibst3 sd3 ao benissdo 9d intel 
oi benimexs aed? stew esiece seeds lo does oo -est098 /aeh a i 
-q8g toltsisaeg of3 to enoliqaoteq | etinsbisda, 02) 
besetenoo esisamolsesup of3 30 J46q [anti bas daxvot edT) 
_. 9f3 s3soibal 03 eJasbaoqees bsxiups? dotiw enoljaoup oy 

| bas noissisnsg ther soewied bas yeiaerng tisds bas eovisums 
| shotierensg | 


\ : 
Ai 


Table 1 


Significant Varimax Factor Analysis Loadings 
on the Eight Value Subscales 


Traditional 


Subscales 


Work-success ethic 


Future-time orientation 


Personal independence 


Rigid discipline 


Items 
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Communalities 


0.407 


0.534 


0.992 


0.032 


0.568 


0.568 


0.741 
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0.640 
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Table 1 (continued) 


Emergent 
Subscales Items Communalities Loadings 
Sociability 24 0.599. 0.607 
35 Oea/3 0,639 
Hedonistic tone 2 0.653 OF, 99 
ZO On oo7 Cis Uk 
30 0.665 O27 92 
36 0.648 07697 
Group conformity 18 0/526 0.687 
21 0.602 0.701 
Other directed 3 0.658 On: 
7 02683 02/761 
11 0.514 0.619 
Tey 0.540 0.459 
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THE SAMPLE 


The sample was drawn from two urban and five rural high 
schools in Alberta. Each of the urban schools was selected at the 
discretion of personnel within the public and separate school 
systems, respectively, in Edmonton. Selection of the five rural 
schools was made on a random basis from the list of operating 
schools distributed by the Department of Education. Schools in 
communities with a population of more than 5000 were not included 
in the list of potential rural schools for use in the study. The 
sampling was dictated partly by considerations of cost and time, 
limiting the selection to schools located within a 75-mile radius 
of Edmonton. 

Within each of the seven schools used in this study, 
arrangements were made with the staff to administer the questionnaire 
to classroom groups of students. These groups were selected in 
consultation with school personnel, so as to obtain a cross-section 
of students that would encompass both matriculation and non- 
matriculation programs and would also include students from grades 
ten and twelve. 

The questionnaire was administered to a total of 484 students. 
Usable data were obtained from 480 completed questionnaires, 
representing a usable response rate of 99.2 percent. Four 
questionnaires were rejected, either because of incomplete responses, 
or because the response pattern was judged to be internally 


inconsistent. 
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DATA COLLECTION 


Permission to administer the questionnaire to students 
within the urban schools used in the study was obtained by means 
of application to the public and separate school systems. Permission 
to administer the questionnaire within the five rural schools used 
in the study was obtained by means of letters written to the 
superintendent of schools in the districts and counties concerned. 

A specimen copy of the letter and authorization form used may be 
found in Appendix A. 

Once permission to administer the questionnaire had been 
granted, further arrangements were made with the school principals. 
These arrangements allowed the researcher to personally administer 
the questionnaire to groups of students in the latter part of 
February, 1973. 

Students were given some brief instructions with regard to 
completion of the questionnaire. In addition to those instructions 
which appear in printed form on the questionnaire itself, students 
were requested to check over the questionnaire once they had 
responded to every item on the instrument. Students were also told 
that the researcher would explain to them any item with which they 
had difficulty. Students were asked to record their responses on the 
questionnaire itself. In order to maintain anonymity, they were not 


required to identify themselves. 


STATISTICAL TREATMENT 


This study used both parametric and nonparametric statistics 
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34 
for the analysis of the data. For the description of the sample, 
nonparametric statistics were used to determine the frequency and 
percentage distribution of all responses to items on the 


questionnaire. 


Description of Statistical Tests Used 


Chi square. The chi square test was used in dealing with 
problems of association between variables. The chi square test 
compares observed frequencies with expected frequencies in order to 
study the independence or association of the variables. 

The chi square test was applied in order to test for 
any significant differences between (1) student perceptions of 
a personal generation gap, and (2) their perceptions of a generation 


gap between their generation and their parents' generation. 


Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient. The Pearson 


product-moment correlation coefficient was used to determine the 
correlation between student perceptions of the parent-child 
relationship and their perceptions of a personal generation gap. 
According to Ferguson (1971:117), a basic assumption underlying the 
Pearson correlation coefficient is that a linear relationship 

exists between the variables. In order to determine the relationship 
between each of the parent-child relationship variables and the 
personal generation gap variable, bivariate frequency tables were 


generated. In each case, a linear relationship was found to exist. 
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The t test. The t test was used to determine the significance 
of the difference between the means of independent samples when only 
two groups were involved. Ferguson (1971:153) states that one of 
the basic assumptions underlying the t test is homogeneity of variance. 
Another is that the distribution of the variables in the population 
from which the samples are drawn is normal. For purposes of the 
present study, normality of distribution of the variables in the 
population was assumed. Where the variances for the sample were 
not homogeneous, the Welch t Prime Adjustment was used, and the 
t values and probabilities were adjusted accordingly. Because 
directional statements about differences between the means of 
groups were not made, the probability figure used in each 
instance was the two-tailed level of probability. 

The t test was employed to compare means of perceptions 
of the generation gap, when the respondents were grouped according 
to sex, community background, and the person(s) with whom the 


respondent ordinarily resided. 


One-way analysis of variance. One-way analysis of variance 


was used to test the significance of differences between means when 
more than two groups were involved. Ferguson (1971:219) outlines 
three basic assumptions underlying the analysis of variance: 
1) The distribution of the dependent variable in the population 
from which the samples are drawn is normal. 
2) The variances in the population from which the sample is 


drawn are equal. 


tb cio astel alana 


nh hi se 
,sonnitav io y2 tsnogomod er neg 72 Le 
nottsluqoq sd3 at seldsizav ont Se 
ea to es8oqiug t0F te ot 
oid at esidstzey ed? 30 polsudisjedb Bo yott 
ozow olqmse odd 102 seomebssy edd otedW) «1 
edd bas ~boau esw tnemeutbA emizt 2 
gausosd .¢lgatbsoos8 bsteutbs stew tek: 
io ansom of3 neswisd asonsset?ib Juods etaomesase f 
dose mt boev stugii yiilidsdesq odd ,sbam 
swatiidsdoiw to level bol te3-ow2 
amoliqs21sq io ensam staqmoD oF beyolqns esw Jae3 2 edt ~~ 
galbt0208 bequozg stew etmebnoqes: sat nedw 83 aolisisa9g sft Yo 


{tee 
is ide daw ie pee odd bos Nelecsgiaal ' Winease .xae8 oF 
iu Jirjelic (eh 22a Ge weees 
er yitsanibto . se 
tae asenl 


sansitsy 30 eteylans paws: sami li am 


naw ansem neswsed asonsze22tb to ounsoltingle od3 3e62 07 besmieew 
eenifiuo (Qiks i\el) acaugret .«beviovnt sisw equozwg 


a 
7 - A - 


a has Ci) ale ee 
7 i dae = 


> 
. 


S ' 


mie ane i iia 


36 
3) The effects of various factors on the total variation are 
additive. 

Ferguson (1971:219-220) also notes that while for most sets of real 
data these assumptions are, at best, only roughly satisfied, one 
advantage of the analysis of variance is that reasonable departures 
from '. . . normality and homogeneity may occur without seriously 
affecting the validity of the inferences drawn from the data." 

One-way analysis of variance was used when comparisons of the 
mean scores on student perceptions of a personal generation gap and 
a generation gap for others were made among sub-samples grouped on 
the basis of each of the following non-dichotomous variables: age, 
religious affiliation, position in the family, family-size, marital 
status of the respondent's parents, socio-economic status, and the 
employment status of the student's mother. 

One-way analysis of variance was also used when comparisons 
of mean scores for the traditional and emergent value orientations 
were made among sub-samples partitioned on the basis of the degree 
to which the respondents perceived (1) a personal generation gap, 


and (2) a generation gap for others. 


Scheffé multiple comparison of means. The Scheffé test was 


employed when the probability of the F ratio for the one-way analysis 
of variance was found to be significant. Ferguson (1971:271) notes 
that the Scheffé test is not seriously affected by violations of the 
assumptions of normality and homogeneity of variance, unless 


such violations are gross. The Scheffé procedure is generally 
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considered to be a very rigorous method of comparison. In this 
regard, Scheffé (1959) has suggested that in using this procedure 
the .10 level of significance may be accepted instead of the .05 


or .Ol levels. 


Levels of Significance 


Seigel (1956:9) has recommended that in reporting research 
findings, the researcher should indicate the actual probability level 
associated with statistical findings. In accordance with this 
recommendation, actual probability levels were reported with the 
findings of this study. Probability levels were reported at the .001 
level where the actual probability levels were found to be less 
than .001. For the purposes of discussion and description, findings 
with a probability level of less than or equal to .05 were referred 


Covas Deing —cieniteeant.” 


However, an exception was made with 
regard to application of the Scheffé test, in which case, the .10 


level of probability was accepted as being "significant." 


Data Analysis 


Student responses to the items on the questionnaire were 
punched onto data cards. In addition to the information recorded 
on the questionnaire, every questionnaire was assigned a three- 
digit identification number which was also entered on each card. 

Four computer programs developed by the Division of 
Educational Research were used for data analysis: NONP1@, DEST@2, 


ANOV1@, and ANOV15. The NONP1@ program was used to obtain the 
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frequency and percentage distribution of all responses to items 
on the questionnaire. DEST@2 was used to obtain Pearson product- 
moment correlation coefficients. The ANOV1Q@ program was employed 
to apply t tests and the ANOV15 program was used to apply one-way 
analysis of variance and the Scheffé multiple comparison of means 


test. 


CHAPTER SUMMARY 


This chapter presented information with regard to 
instrumentation, the sample, data collection and statistical 
treatment. 

The instrument used in this study was a four-part 
questionnaire designed to gather data with regard to demographic 
and socio-economic variables, the respondent's views of the 
parent-child relationship, value orientations of the respondent 
as measured by the Differential Values Inventory, and the 
respondent's perceptions of a personal generation gap and a 
generation gap for others. 

Usable data were obtained from 480 students in grades ten 
and twelve in urban and rural centres in Alberta. 

Computer programs were used in the analysis of the data. 
Frequency and percentage distributions of responses were obtained, 
and in addition, the following statistical procedures were employed: 
chi square, the Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient, the 
t test, one-way analysis of variance, and the Scheffé multiple 


comparison of means test. 
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Chapter 4 


DESCRIPTION OF THE SAMPLE 


This chapter is designed to provide a more complete 
description of the sample based upon the usable data obtained in 


the study. 


Derm, wace, and Grade 


Sex. The division of the sample on the basis of sex resulted 
in nearly equal subsamples, with a slight majority (50.8 percent) 


being female. 


Agé.» «fhe majorLty of the students in the sample were in 
either the 15 or 17 year old age category. These two categories 
accounted for 333 students, or 69.4 percent of the total sample. 
Students in the 16 and 18 year old age categories made up 28.1 
percent of the sample, while those in the 14 year old or younger 
and the 19 year old or older age categories, in total, accounted 


for only 2.5 percent of the sample. 


Grade. The 264 grade ten students in the sample formed 
55 percent of the total, while the 216 grade twelve students 
accounted for 45 percent. 

The distribution of the sample by sex, age, and grade is 


given in Table 2. 
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Classification 


Sex 
Male 


Female 


Age 
14 or younger 
i 
16 
17 
18 


19 or older 


Grade 
Ten 


Twelve 


Table 2 
Sex, Age, and Grade 


(N=480) 


236 


244 


264 


216 
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Religious Affiliation, Employment Status 
of the Respondent's Mother, and 
Community Background 


Religious affiliation. Slightly more than one-half of 
the respondents were Protestants. Roman and Greek (Ukrainian) 
Catholics accounted for 33.3 percent of the sample, while the 
"Other" category of religious affiliation formed 3.8 percent of 
the sample. Respondents who claimed to have no religious affiliation 


accounted for 10.4 percent of the total sample. 


Employment status of the respondent's mother. Approximately 


three-fifths of the respondents had mothers who did not work 
outside the home for a salary. Those students whose mother worked 
outside the home on a part-time basis formed about one-fifth of 
the sample, while those whose mother worked outside the home on a 


full-time basis also accounted for about one-fifth of the sample. 


Community background. The division of the sample on the 
basis of community background resulted in nearly equal subsamples, 
although a slight majority had a wholly or predominantly rural 
background. 

The distribution of the sample by religious affiliation, 
employment status of the respondent's mother, and community 


background is given in Table 3. 
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Table 3 


Religious Affiliation, Employment Status 
of the Respondent's Mother, and 
Community Background 


(N=480) 
Classification E vs 
Religious Affiliation 
Catholic 160 535 
Protestant Zoe Des) 
Other 18 316 
No religious affiliation 50 LOe4 
100.0 
Employment Status of the 
Respondent's Mother 
Not working outside the home 291 60.6 
Working part-time oy, PAO) 39 
Working full-time oz PORZ 
100.0 
Community Background 
Rural background 244 5028 
Urban background 236 49.2 
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Family Background 
Family background information included data with regard to 
the person(s) with whom the respondent resides, his position in the 
family, family size, and the marital status of the respondent's 
parents. The distribution of the sample by family background is 


shown in Table 4. 


Person(s) with whom the respondent resides. The overwhelming 


majority of respondents (97.3 percent) resided with their parents. 
Those living with relatives or guardians formed 1.9 percent of the 
sample. Students who lived with friends of their own age accounted 
for .4 percent of the sample, and students who lived alone also 


accounted for .4 percent of the total sample. 


Position in the family. Students forming the largest 


single category occupied an "in-between" position in their family, 
and accounted for 45.4 percent of the total sample. The second 
largest category (31.3 percent) was formed by those respondents 
who were the oldest children in their families. Those who were 
the youngest members in the family accounted for 20.8 percent 

of the sample. Respondents in the “only child" category formed 


2.5 percent of the total sample. 


Family size. Approximately two-fifths of the respondents 
were members of families with 4 or 5 children. About one-third 


came from families with 2 or 3 children. Respondents who were 
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Table 4 


Family Background 


(N=480) 
Classification i vs 
Person(s) with whom the 
respondent resides 
Parents 467 eS 
Relatives or guardians 9 eS) 
Friends of the same age Zz 4 
Alone 2 ot 
100.0 
Position in the family 
Only child 12 235 
Youngest child 100 20.8 
In-between child 218 a a 
Oldest child 150 Siee5 
100.0 
Family size 
One child 12 Zhe 
Two or three children 163 34.0 
Four or five children 193 40.2 
Six or more children bl Z 23%. 3 
100.0 
Marital status of the 
respondent's parents 
Living together 432 90.0 
Divorced or separated Za, 5.6 
Either parent deceased 20 4.4 


100.0 


8 Side 
bnuorgdoe ae a. 
(0881) 


™ oot a oe eae (aa 
aS A ay aan ee eS ee ee ~ 


Y 3 
i — 
—— a « 

> 


ensibyeug 10 
‘i Lee 

db. g 288 amas odd to 4 Dn 
=, ; b fae 

d. $ ey ae 


fy. Or ‘ea. = 
2 


vi fms? ods’ 


eS a 
OS OD 
‘ ore 
~. 4 Los a 
*%@ 
nie 
‘ cl 
\ U ~ 


Se | 


O.a€ eel nerbl ide sexd 30 ow? 
£.0a Eei norbitds wh 0 tw0F 
€ w&S Aw GI aexblido ‘7 = xt 


0.00! : ie. . 
om ; 

af3 20 aes { 

s3n9seq 8" Inobaoges: 


es 


0.02 \ . Sep 


, 
sey 7 
Ss ee Se 


"=e a 


members of families with 6 or more children accounted for 23.3 
percent of the sample, while 2.5 percent of the respondents 


were members of families with only one child. 


Marital status of the respondent's parents. Those 


respondents whose parents were living together formed 90 percent 
of the sample, while those whose parents were divorced or 
Separated accounted for 5.6 percent. Respondents whose father 


or mother was deceased made up 4.4 percent of the sample. 


Socio-Economic Status 

Scores on the modified Gough Home Index Scale ranged from 
2 to 20, for the sample used in this study. For the purposes of 
analysis, the respondents were arbitrarily categorized into 
three groups of approximately equal size. The 145 respondents 
in the "low'' socio-economic category, who scored from 2 to 9 
(inclusive) on the Gough Scale, formed 30.2 percent of the total 
sample. The 174 respondents in the "middle" socio-economic 
category, who scored from 10 to 12 (inclusive) on the Gough Scale, 
accounted for 36.3 percent of the sample. And, the 161 respondents 
in the "high'"' socio-economic category, who scored from 13 to 20 
(inclusive) on the Gough Scale, made up 33.5 percent of the total 
sample. 

A detailed list of scores on the Gough Home Index Scale 
is provided in Table 5. These socio-economic data are shown in 


graphic form in Figure l. 
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Table 5 
Socio-Economic Status 


(N=480) 


Gough Home Index Score 
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Gough Home Index Scores 


Figure l 


Frequency Polygon of Students' 
Scores on the Modified Gough 
Home Index Scale 
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CHAPTER SUMMARY 


The sample used in this study consisted of 480 senior 
high school students in urban and rural Alberta. In this chapter, 
the students were described according to the following variables: 
sex, age, grade, religious affiliation, employment status of the 
respondent's mother, community background, family background, 
and socio-economic status as measured by a modified form of the 


Gough Home Index Scale. 
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Chapter 5 


ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 


The purpose of this chapter is to present the results of 
an analysis of the data with respect to the sub-problems of the 
study. The chapter is divided into sections dealing with either a 


Single sub-problem, or a set of interrelated sub-problems. 


Perceptions of a Personal Generation 
Gap and a Generation Gap for Others 


Sub-problem 1. To what degree do students perceive a 
generation gap between themselves and their parents? 
Sub-problem 2. To what degree do students perceive a 


generation gap between their generation and their parents' generation? 


The degree to which students perceived a personal generation 
gap, and the degree to which they perceived a generation gap for 
others, was measured by responses selected from a five-part scale 
ranging from "always" to "never.'' Details of the frequency and 
percentage distribution by response categories for both questions 
are given in Table 6. 

Approximately one-quarter (27.3 percent) of the respondents 
felt that a generation gap always or often existed between themselves 
and their parents. About three-quarters (72.7 percent) of the 
respondents felt that a generation gap occasionally, seldom or 


never existed for them personally. In contrast, nearly one-half 
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50 
(48.3 percent) of the respondents felt that a generation gap always 
or often existed between their generation and their parents' 
generation. The remaining respondents (51.7 percent) felt that a 
generation gap occasionally, seldom, or never existed for other 
members of their generation. 

The chi square test was applied in order to test for any 
significant differences between (1) student perceptions of a 
personal generation gap, and (2) their perceptions of a generation 
gap between their generation and their parents' generation. A chi 
square of 67.138 with 4 degrees of freedom was found to be significant 
beyond the .001 level. 

The data obtained clearly indicated a significant degree of 
difference between student perceptions of a personal generation gap 
and their perceptions of a generation gap for others. Few students 
(4.6 percent) felt that a generation gap always existed between 
themselves and their parents, and similarly, few students (5.4 percent) 
felt that a generation gap always existed for other members of their 
generation. However, there was a very substantial difference between 
the number of students who selected the "often'' response category 
with regard to their perceptions of a personal generation gap, and 
their perceptions of a generation gap for others. Nearly twice as 
many students (42.9 percent) felt that a generation gap often existed 
for other members of their generation compared with the number of 
students (22.7 percent) who felt that a generation gap often existed 


for them personally. 
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An approximately equal number of students selected the 
"occasionally" response category with regard to their perceptions of 
a personal generation gap and a generation gap for others. While 39.4 
percent of the respondents felt that a generation gap occasionally 
existed for them personally, 37.3 percent felt that a generation gap 
occasionally existed for other members of their generation. 

A substantial difference occurred between the number of 
respondents who selected the "seldom" response category with regard 
to their perceptions of a personal generation gap and a generation 
gap for others. More than twice as many students (27.1 percent) 
felt that a generation gap seldom existed for themselves compared 
with the number of students (11 percent) who felt that a generation 
gap seldom existed for others. A similar difference occurred in the 
selection of the 'never'' response category. While 6.2 percent of the 
students felt that a generation gap never existed for themselves, 
only 3.3 percent felt that a generation gap never existed for other 
members of their generation. 

From these data it is evident that, in general, the respondents 
tended to perceive a generation gap as existing to a greater degree 


for others than for themselves. 


Perceptions of a Personal Generation Gap 
Relatedvto Perceptions of ‘the 
Parent-Child Relationship 


Sub-problem 3. To what degree does a relationship exist between 
perceptions of students regarding intergenerational communication and 


their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 
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Sub-problem 4. To what degree does a relationship exist between 
perceptions of students regarding intergenerational participation 


and interaction and their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 


Sub-problem 5. To what degree does a relationship exist between 
perceptions of students regarding intergenerational trust and their 


perceptions of a personal generation gap? 


Sub-problem 6. To what degree does a relationship exist 
between perceptions of students regarding differences in political 


views and their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 


Sub-problem 7. To what degree does a relationship exist between 
perceptions of students regarding differences in religious views and 


their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 


Sub-problem 8. To what degree does a relationship exist between 
perceptions of students regarding differences in views on morality and 
their perceptions of a personal generation gap? 

Pearson product-moment correlation coefficients were computed 
to determine the relationship between student perceptions of a 
personal generation gap, and their perceptions of the parent-child 
relationship. Student perceptions of the parent-child relationship 
were measured by means of six questions related to the following 
variables: intergenerational communication, intergenerational 
interaction, intergenerational trust, and similarity of views and 
opinions on politics, religion, and morality. Responses to the six 


parent-child relationship questions, as well as to the question 
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54 
regarding perceptions of a personal generation gap, were to be 
selected from a eee scale ranging from "always" to "never." 
Scores of from one to five were assigned for responses to each 
question, with a score of one being assigned to an "always" response, 
a score of two to an "often'' response, and so on. 

The correlation coefficients obtained between perceptions 
of a personal generation gap and perceptions on each of the six 
measures of the parent-child relationship are presented in Table /7. 
In all cases, the correlation coefficient obtained was significant 
beyond the .001 level. 

The highest coefficients were obtained for the correlation 
between student perceptions of a personal generation gap, and the 
variables relating to (1) intergenerational communication, and 
(2) intergenerational trust. The coefficients for these variables 
were -.476 and -.475 respectively. A somewhat lower coefficient 
(-.397) was obtained for the variable of intergenerational 
interaction. The lowest coefficients were obtained for variables 
relating to the similarity of views on politics (-.257), religion 
(-.316) and morality (-.368). 

In all cases, the correlation coefficient obtained was 
negative. Thus, the greater the perceived degree of a personal 
generation gap, the lesser the degree of intergenerational 
communication, intergenerational trust, intergenerational interaction, 
and the lesser the similarity of views and opinions on politics, 


religion, and morality. 
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Table 7 


Pearson Correlation Coefficients Between Student Perceptions of 
a Personal Generation Gap and Their Perceptions on 
Six Measures of the Parent-Child Relationship 


Parent-Child I feel that there is a 
Relationship generation gap between me 
Measures personally and my parents 
r Pp 
Intergenerational 
communication -.476 <001 
Intergenerational 
interaction -.397 <« .001 
Intergenerational 
trust -.475 < .001 


Similarity of 
political views ee < .001 


Similarity of 
religious views -.316 < .001 


Similarity of views 
on morality - .368 < .001 
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Pearson product-moment correlation coefficients were also 
computed in order to examine the interrelationships among perceptions 
of each of the six measures of the parent-child relationship. As 
shown in Table 8, the coefficients obtained were all positive, and 
ranged from a low of .231 to a high of .505. In all cases, the 
correlation coefficients obtained were significant beyond the .001 
level. 

Examination of the data revealed that a statistically 
significant relationship existed between student perceptions of a 
personal generation gap and perceptions on each of the six measures 
of the parent-child relationship used in this study. The presence of 
a perceived personal generation gap was related to a perceived break 
in intergenerational communication, a perceived lack of intergenera- 
tional interaction, a perceived degree of intergenerational distrust, 
and perceived differences in views and opinions with regard to 


politics, religion, and morality. 


Age 


Sub-problem 9. Are there significant differences in student 
perceptions of a generation gap when compared on the basis of age? 

Responses to the questions regarding perceptions of a 
personal generation gap and a generation gap for others were to be 
selected from a five-part scale ranging from "always" to "never." 
Scores of from one to five were assigned for responses to each 


question, with a score of one being assigned to an "always" response, 
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a score of two to an "often" response, and so on. A mean score for 
student perceptions of a personal generation gap was determined for 
each age category, aS was a mean score for student perceptions of a 
generation gap for others. 

One-way analysis of variance was used to test for any 
Significant differences in student perceptions of a generation gap 
when compared on the basis of age. The division of the sample on 
the basis of age involved the following age group categories: 

15 and under, 16, 17, and 18 and over. 

Data for a one-way analysis of variance of the scores for 
perceptions of a personal generation gap are presented in Table 9. 
In Table 10, data are given for a one-way analysis of variance of 
the scores for perceptions of a generation gap for others. No 
significant differences in student perceptions of a personal 
generation gap, or of a generation gap for others, were found when 


the students were grouped on the basis of age. 


Sex 
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Sub-problem 10. Are there significant differences in student 


perceptions of a generation gap when compared on the basis of sex? 


The t test was used to determine whether or not any 


Significant differences existed in student perceptions of a generation 


gap when compared on the basis of sex. Data for scores with regard to 


perceptions of a personal generation gap are given in Table 1l. The 


difference in mean scores between males and females for perceptions 
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Student Perceptions of a Personal Generation Gap 


ie Standard 
Prob. 


Age 


15 and under 
16 
17 


18 and over 


Total 


480 


Table 9 


Compared on the Basis of Age 


Mean 


Deviation 


0.987 


1.054 


0.988 


0.888 


0.962 


F Ratio 


0.2% 


0.85 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
personal generation gap. 
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Table 10 


Student Perceptions of a Generation Gap for Others 
Compared on the Basis of Age 


Age 


15 and under 
16 
yy 


18 and over 


Total 


480 


Standard 


Deviation 


02927/ 


07 9017, 


02/53 


05079 


02872 


F Ratio Prob. 


0.82 0.48 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of 
a generation gap for others. 
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of a personal generation gap was not found to be significant. 

In Table 12, data are presented for scores with regard to 
perceptions of a generation gap for others. Examination of the 
data revealed that a significant difference existed in mean scores 
between males and females in terms of perceptions of a generation 
gap for others. Males were found to perceive a generation gap for 


others to a significantly greater degree than females. 


Religious Affiliation 


SUD -propLci aie ace tileLle SLeMlttcane, Gltlerences: 111 
student perceptions of a generation gap when compared on the 
basis of religious affiliation? 

One-way analysis of variance was used to test for any 
Significant differences in student perceptions of a generation 
gap when compared on the basis of religious affiliation. The 
division of the sample on the basis of religious affiliation 
involved four categories: Catholic, Protestant, Other, and No 
Religious Affiliation. 


Data for a one-way analysis of variance of the scores for 


perceptions of a personal generation gap are presented in Table 13. 


Inspection of the data revealed that there was a significant 
difference in the student's perceptions of a personal generation 
gap when classified by their religious affiliation. 

The Scheffé multiple comparison of means is presented in 


Table 14. This analysis of the data indicates that there was a 
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Table 11 
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Student Perceptions of a Personal Generation Gap 


Compared on the Basis of Sex 


* 
Sex N Mean 
Male 236 B.0D 
Female 244 3.11 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived 
personal generation gap. 


Table 12 


Student Perceptions of a Generation Gap for 
Compared on the Basis of Sex 


* 
Sex N Mean 


Male 236 Z a0 ie 


Female 244 Zea iZ 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived 
generation gap for others. 


ig Probability 


2030 496 


degree of a 


Others 
t Probability 
988 .047 


degree of a 


a a J Vee ne 


$b 
| ny 
\hoeh tae 
e vyiaie enh. 
qs. solsetemsd f Q 86 
xe@ to aleaé odd no ber. 
a i} on Ss tae 
——EE ae 
yiiiidadort 2 nah 
aea. {8d. 20. 
5i.€ 
a oe ne 
& to setgsbh bevisoteq sd3 ssJastg ani ~2t098 A868 
‘ 
Cal att &@ 
Si sidaT — ‘- 
ered30 roi qs0 wotie1sasd & to enoliqsoist Jmebu é _ 
xs@ io elesd sft no bstsqmod 
ys 11 Ldadord 3 nsoM 4 
tao, a8e.1 oe.$ 5€S 
sv.s dog 


8 to s8rgeb bevieorsq Sdj3 Yetee%g sii . S109 asem sn: “a9w 
.a1sf3o 302 qag molIsx 


oer aye 


63 


Table 13 


Student Perceptions of a Personal Generation Gap 
Compared on the Basis of Religious Affiliation 


Religious 5 Standard 
Affiliation N Mean Deviation F Ratio Prob. 
Catholic 160 Syeyy 0.981 ei: 0205 
Protestant 252 SEeLo 0.954 
Other 18 Siz 1.060 
No Religious 
Affiliation 50 2.18 0.864 
Total 480 3.08 0.962 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of 
a personal generation gap. 
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Table 14 


Probability Matrix for Scheffé Multiple Comparison of 
Means of Student Perceptions of a Personal 
Generation Gap Compared on the Basis of 
Religious Affiliation 


No Religious 


Protestant Other Affiliation 
Catholic OBS yrs yb 0.866 OF50L 
Protestant 0.996 0.085 


Other 0.421 
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65 
significant difference (.085 level of probability) between the 
mean scores for those students of Protestant religious affiliation 
and those who had no religious affiliation. The data show that 
students who had no religious affiliation perceived a personal 
generation gap to a significantly greater degree than did students 
of Protestant religious affiliation. 

Data for a one-way analysis of variance of the scores for 
perceptions of a generation gap for others are given in Table 15. 
No significant differences in student perceptions of a generation 
gap for others were found when the students were classified by 


their religious affiliation. 


Family Background 


Sub-problem 12. Are there significant differences in 
student perceptions of a generation gap when compared on the basis 
of family background? 

Student perceptions of a generation gap were examined in 
relation to family background data, which included information 
with regard to the person(s) with whom the respondent resides, 
his position in the family, family size, and the marital status 


of the respondent's parents. 


Person(s) with whom the respondent resides. The t test was 


used to determine whether or not any significant differences 
existed in student perceptions of a generation gap when grouped 


according to whether or not they lived with their parents. Data for 
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Table 15 


Student Perceptions of a Generation Gap for Others 
Compared on the Basis of Religious Affiliation 


Religious S Standard 
Affiliation N Mean Deviation F Ratio Prob. 
Catholic 160 aT iL 0.954 0.84 0.47 
Protestant 252 2 60 0.839 
Other 18 20168 0.943 
No Religious 
Affiliation 50 RSG O733 
Total 480 Zoe 0.872 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
generation gap for others. 
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scores with regard to perceptions of a personal generation gap are 
presented in Table 16. 

An examination of the data indicated that the mean score 
for those who did not reside with their parents was somewhat higher 
than the mean score for those who did reside with their parents. 
Those who did not reside with their parents appeared to perceive 
a personal generation gap to a lesser degree than those who did 
reside with their parents. However, the difference in mean scores 
was not found to be statistically significant at an acceptable level 
of probability. 

In Table 17, data are given for scores with regard to 
perceptions of a generation gap for others. The differences in 
mean scores between those who resided with their parents and 


those who did not was not found to be significant. 


Position in the family. Use was made of one-way analysis of 
variance in order to test for any significant differences in 
student perceptions of a generation gap when compared on the basis 
of the respondent's position in the family. The division of the 
sample on the basis of position in the family involved the following 
four categories: an only child, the youngest child, an in-between 
child, and the oldest child. 

Data for a one-way analysis of variance of the scores for 
perceptions of a personal generation gap are shown in Table 18. In 
Table 19, data are presented for a one-way analysis of variance of 


the scores for perceptions of a generation gap for others. No 
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Table 16 


Student Perceptions of a Personal Generation Gap 
Compared on the Basis of Residence 


SS ————————EE—EE SSS ESS SSE EE ES 


Residence N Mean ae Probability 
With parents 467 3.06 Piess .080 
Not with parents is 3.54 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
personal generation gap. 


Table 17 


Student Perceptions of a Generation Gap for Others 
Compared on the Basis of Residence 


Residence N Mean i Probability 
With parents 467 2.64 943 .388 
Not with parents 13 Fae eh 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
generation gap for others. 
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Table 18 


Student Perceptions of a Personal Generation Gap 
Compared on the Basis of Position in the Family 


Position in . 
the family N 


An only child 2 
The youngest child 100 
An in-between child 218 


The oldest child 150 


Total 480 


Standard 
Means Deviation F Ratio 
342 0.996 1.00 
3.04 0.942 
3.03 0.988 
3.415 0.937 
3.08 0.962 
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Prob. 


O39 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 


personal generation gap. 
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Table 19 


Student Perceptions of a Generation Gap for Others 
Compared on the Basis of Position in the Family 


Position in es Standard 
the family N Mean Deviation F Ratio Prob. 
An only child 12 2.42 0.793 Ox9i7; 0.41 
The youngest child 100 22.69 Os 6:25 
An in-between child 218 2.68 0.924 
The oldest child 150 22.356 0 a8: 

Total 480 2504 0.872 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
generation gap for others. 
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7% 
significant differences in student perceptions of a personal 
generation gap, or of a generation gap for others, were found when 
the students were categorized according to their position in the 
family. It might be noted here that respondents in the only child 
category had a mean score for perceptions of a personal generation 
gap which was somewhat above the mean score for respondents in 
the other three categories. The difference in means, however, as 
already pointed out, was not statistically significant at an 


acceptable level of probability. 


Family size. One-way analysis of variance was used to test 
for significant differences in student perceptions of a generation 
gap when compared on the basis of family size. The following four 
categories resulted from a division of the sample on the basis of 
family size: one child, two or three children, four or five 
children, and six or more children. 

In Table 20, data are presented for a one-way analysis of 
variance of scores for perceptions of a personal generation gap. 
Table 21 shows data for a one-way analysis of variance of scores 
for perceptions of a generation gap for others. Inspection of the 
data revealed that no significant differences in student perceptions 
of a personal generation gap, or of a generation gap for others, 


existed when the students were categorized on the basis of family size. 


Marital status of the respondent's parents. Use was made 


of one-way analysis of variance in order to test for any significant 


differences in student perceptions of a generation gap when compared 
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Table 20 


Student Perceptions of a Personal Generation Gap 
Compared on the Basis of Family Size 


Standard 

Family Size N Mean Deviation F Ratic Prob. 
One child £Z 3.42 0.996 0.79 0.50 
Two or three 
children 163 3.09 0.980 
Four or five 
children 193 3.02 0.930 
Six or more 
children Li2 3b2 0.993 

Total 480 3.08 0.962 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
personal generation gap. 
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Table 21 


Student Perceptions of a Generation Gap for Others 
Compared on the Basis of Family Size 


Standard 

Family size N Mean Deviation F Ratio Prob. 
One child 12 2 che. 0.793 0.49 0.69 
Two or three 
children 163 Zu Gik 0.896 
Four or five 
children 193 Zaot 0.866 
Six or more 
children 152 268 0.862 

Total 480 2.64 OO d.2 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
generation gap for others. 
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74 
on the basis of the marital status of the respondent's parents. 
The division of the sample on the basis of the marital status of 
the respondent's parents involved the following three categories: 
parents living together, parents divorced or separated, and either 
parent deceased. 

Data for a one-way analysis of variance of scores for 

perceptions of a personal generation gap are shown in Table 22. 
In Table 23, data are given for a one-way analysis of variance of 
scores for perceptions of a generation gap for others. No significant 
differences were found in student perceptions of a personal generation 
gap, or of a generation gap for others, when the students were 


grouped according to the marital status of their parents. 


Community Background 


Sub-problem 13. Are there significant differences in student 
perceptions of a generation gap when compared on the basis of 
community background? 

Two categories of community background were examined: 
rural, those students who had a town, village or farm background; 
and urban, those students who had a city background. The t test 
was used to determine whether or not any significant differences 
existed in student perceptions of a generation gap when compared 
on the basis of community background. 

Data for scores with regard to perceptions of a personal 
generation gap are shown in Table 24. An examination of the data 


indicated that the difference in means was not statistically 
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Table 22 


Student Perceptions of a Personal Generation Gap Compared on 
the Basis of the Marital Status of the Respondent's Parents 


Marital status of 


the respondent's A Standard 
parents N Mean Deviation F Ratio Prob. 
Living together 432 3.07 0.961 0.18 0.33 
Divorced or separated 27 3609 1.039 
Either parent deceased 21 3.40 0.944 

Total 480 3.08 0.962 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
personal generation gap. 
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Table 23 


Student Perceptions of a Generation Gap for Others Compared on 
the Basis of the Marital Status of the Respondent's Parents 


Marital status of 


the respondent's Standard 


parents N Mean Deviation F Ratio Prob. 
Living together Q32 ar 2562 0.869 BIS O21 
Divorced or separated 2h 293 0 891 7 
Either parent deceased 21 2207 0.856 

Total 480 2.64 0.872 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
generation gap for others. 
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Significant at an acceptable level of probability for the 
two-tailed test. However, students of urban community background 
had a mean score which was somewhat higher than the mean score 
for students of rural community background. Those of rural 
background appeared to perceive a personal generation gap to a 
Somewhat greater degree than those of urban background. 

In Table 25, data are presented for scores with regard to 
perceptions of a generation gap for others. Inspection of the 
data revealed that while the urban category had a mean score 
for perceptions of a generation gap for others which was somewhat 
higher than the mean score for the rural datesory the difference 
in means was not statistically significant at an acceptable level 


of probability. 
Socio-Economic Status 


Sub-problem 14. Are there significant differences in student 
perceptions of a generation gap when compared on the basis of 
socio-economic status? 

One-way analysis of variance was used to test for any 
significant differences in student perceptions of a generation gap 
when compared on the basis of socio-economic status. Three 
categories of socio-economic status were examined: "low" 
socio-economic status for those students who scored 9 or less 
on the modified Gough Home Index Scale, "middle" socio-economic 


status for those who scored 10, 11, or 12 on the Gough Scale, and 
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Table 24 
Student Perceptions of a Personal 


Generation Gap Compared on the 
Basis of Community Background 


Community 


* 
Background N Means ‘sj Probability 
Rural 244 3.00 16619 2 -091 
Urban 236 3415 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
personal generation gap. . 


Table 25 


Student Perceptions of a Generation 
Gap for Others Compared on the 
Basis of Community Background 


Community o ek a 
Background N Means ia Probability 
Rural 244 ZeD9 eet (ey) Ba AS 

Urban 236 2.69 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
generation gap for others. 


** Because the variances were not sufficiently homogeneous, the 
Welch t Prime Adjustment was used and the t value and probability 
have been adjusted accordingly. 
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uo 
"high'"' socio-economic status for those who scored 13 or more on 
the Gough Scale. 

Data for a one-way analysis of variance of the scores for 
perceptions of a personal generation gap are presented in Table 26. 
Although the mean scores for the middle and high socio-economic 
groups were somewhat higher than the mean score for the low 
socio-economic status group, the differences in the means were not 
found to be statistically significant. 

In Table 27, data are given for a one-way analysis of 
variance of scores for perceptions of a generation gap for others. 

No significant differences were found in student perceptions of 
a generation gap for others, when the students were grouped according 


to socio-economic status. 
Value Orientations 


Sub-problem 15. Are there significant differences in 
student perceptions of a generation gap when compared on the basis 
of value orientations? 

As outlined in Chapter 3 (see page 29), an orientation score 
for each respondent was obtained on the traditional and emergent 
value scales. In order to analyze the data with regard to value 
orientations, student perceptions of a generation gap were used as 
the independent variable, so that the students could be grouped on 
this basis, rather than on the basis of their value orientations. 


The mean scores on the traditional and emergent value orientation 
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Table 26 


Student Perceptions of a Personal Generation Gap 
Compared on the Basis of Socio-Economic Status 


80 


Socio-economic * Standard 
status N Mean Deviation F Ratio Prob. 
Low 145 2.695 0.985 1.97 0.14 
Mi ddle 174 3.03 0.979 
High 161 S.b4 0.919 

Total 480 3.08 0.962 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
personal generation gap. 
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Table 27 


Student Perceptions of a Generation Gap for Others 
Compared on the Basis of Socio-Economic Status 


Socio-economic 

status N 

Low 145 

Middle 174 

High 161 
Total 480 


* 
Mean 


Standard 
Deviation F Ratio 


0.800 PSP 


0.919 


0.880 


O2572 
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Prob. 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 


generation gap for others. 
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82 
scales for the five groups were compared to determine if differences 
did exist. The categories into which the students were grouped were 
derived from the degree to which they perceived a personal 
generation gap, and the degree to which they perceived a generation 
gap for others. The five categories examined were: "always," "often," 
"occasionally," '"seldom,"' and 'never.'' One-way analysis of variance 
was used to determine whether or not any Se aeac ans differences in 
value orientations existed among the students when grouped according 


to their perceptions of a generation gap. 


Traditional value orientation. This value orientation is 
characteristic of an individual who emphasizes the following: 

(1) work-success ethic, (2) future-time orientation, (3) personal 
independence, and (4) rigid discipline. The seventeen items that 
were designed to measure the traditional value orientation have 
been numerically listed in Table 1 (see page 30). 

Table 28 shows the data for a one-way analysis of variance 
of the traditional value orientation scores when the students were 
grouped according to their perceptions of a personal generation gap. 
Although the mean scores for each group were successively lower, 
indicating the greatest acceptance of the traditional value 
orientation for those students who felt that a generation gap 
never existed between themselves and their parents, an inspection of 
the data revealed that no significant differences in traditional 
value orientations existed when students were grouped according to 


their perceptions of a personal generation gap. 
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Table 28 


Traditional Value Orientation Scores Compared for 
Students Grouped According to Their Perceptions 


of a Personal Generation Gap 


Perceived degree 
of a personal 


generation gap N Mean 
Always Uae 43.55 
Often 109 43.04 
Occasionally 189 42792 
Seldom 130 4095 
Never 30 39.83 
Total 480 42.37 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the acceptance of the 


Traditional Value Orientation. 


Standard 
Deviation 


7.42 


F Ratio 
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Prob. 


0.34 
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In Table 29, data are given for a one-way analysis of 
variance of scores when students were grouped according to their 
perceptions of a generation gap for others. Inspection of the data 
indicated that there was a significant difference in the mean 
scores for traditional value orientations when students were grouped 
according to their perceptions of a generation gap for others. 
However, as shown by the Scheffé multiple comparison of means 
presented in Table 30, no statistically significant differences were 
found between any pair of means. Those means which came closest to 
being significant at an acceptable level of probability are the 
"seldom" and "always"' groups (0.142), and the ''seldom" and "never" 
groups (0.155). The Newman-Keuls test for comparison of ordered means 
was applied, and significant differences were found between the "seldom" 
and "always" groups, ae "seldom" and eA ora oemte and the "never" 
and "occasionally" groups. | 

Results of the Newman-Keuls test have been provided in 
Table 31. Although these data help to account for the significant 
probability level obtained for the one-way analysis of variance 
test, the results must not be misinterpreted. They have been 
presented only for the purposes of exploration and clarification. 
It is important to note that the Newman-Keuls test cannot be 
justifiably applied to the data at hand, because of grossly unequal 
cell frequencies, including small frequencies in key cells, and 


because of substantially unequal variances among the groups. 


: _ fe , 
to steytons Yaw=2AO 8 


> 
tisH3 of gatbro238, be 


7 
s38b aft to ome ranto 
pol T) yee 7 


asem oft mt sonets2tib 39898 


bequotg 919W estnebute asrw eaoiadas: 
4 
enasm to sos iteqmes obey be Hinks d3iorl98 nite 
s19w esonstsitib jnsotLingée clin siaiey 
o3 jJeseo!2 smao dottw ensesm ssodT .ensem Yo ha 
sit site yitlidsderq to level ofde3qe208 6B a 
'yoven" bas “mobise” and bas . CSS | r,@) aquocg "2 C 
to noeirsqmoo wo Jee: éncuaal 
obfse" eft asswisd bayol stsw esonmsts2i Jagobtingie 
"savor" odd bas .2quots “reveo" bas “mobise” old ,equong ' 
excuse 4 wine 


ai bebivorq need syed test eiset-osa mw ol oft 3 


i _ 
-o 3 5 i . ee 
tnsoitingtie sit 10% Jnvosss o3 qisn sisb seen2 dguodsTA 


gonstisvy to etevisns yaw-sno si 102 bants3do fav 


assed sved yedT .bstexrqiessateim sd Jon seum exlue 
: — 


,iisoftizs!s bas solsstolexs io eseoqruq sag 


ad jonne. 3¢523 sivsi-newwe add tsd3 ston od 3 


_— 


fsupsau yleeotg to seusosd .basha 3a stab sad o3 botige 


baa ,eliss yet ai estonsupst? Ifsme gaidbviont , 29 toneup 
i 
_—" ~ - 


PS 
.2quotg edi gaoms esonsizev Isupenu yiletinsjedm 


- 


Table 29 


Traditional Value Orientation Scores Compared for 
Students Grouped According to Their Perceptions 
of a Generation Gap for Others 


Perceived degree 


of a generation Standard 


* 

gap for others N Mean Deviation F Ratio 
Always 26 38.69 6.66 Beno 
Of ten 206 42.40 Tet 
Occasionally 172 42.85 8.35 
Seldom 53 43/9 9.43 
Never 16 SWhestowl 7.49 

Total 480 A2 a 37 8.16 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the acceptance of the 
Traditional Value Orientation. 
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Table 30 


Probability Matrix for Scheffé Multiple Comparison of Means for 
Traditional Value Orientations for Students 
Grouped According to Their Perceptions 
of a Generation Gap for Others 


Perceived degree 
of a generation 


gap for others Often Occasionally Seldom Never 

Always 0.305 0.201 0.142 0.998 

Often 0.990 Os07. 0.313 

Occasionally 0.969 On 225 

Seldom Oho igs 
Table 31 


Probability Matrix for Newman-Keuls Comparison Between Ordered 
Means: Traditional Value Orientations for Students 
Grouped According to Their Perceptions 
of a Generation Gap for Others 
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of a generation 
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Never p<.01 Deel -- 

Always p<.05 -- 

Often ve 

Occasionally 


Seldom 


Rateed Bs 


102 enseM to notkaqned sigizta 
ginabyse 334 eno tae 
enotiqestst ‘set Bd } 

-e%s 30 407 aa amo: 


= ee a 
ae —————_—— 


taveli mobi se vilsaoteasoo0 


ff .0 5.0 oee .0 
f ‘. VU ce oe , —~y 
ef. 


‘sawiot geakisqmod elvel-namwet 20? «xrtdall yaaa 
- r . +f * 4 aT, = 

; 3 etl re iyO aul B\ [anota Eb B17 easel 

srntjaaenveat tiredlT of antbasooo4 £ o 0 

é Pe | ya aot a a Pronk J a px 35 oarw 1 

245/130 yo? qRod nolisrsnsd s to 


: 7 ie f 
J oie 
395 gob Dp b 
gokisteds 


87 

Emergent value orientation. This value orientation is 
characteristic of an individual who emphasizes the following: 
(1) other directed, (2) hedonistic tone, (3) sociability, (4) group 
conformity. The twelve items that were designed to measure the 
emergent value orientation have been numerically listed in Table l 
(see page 31). 

Data for a one-way analysis of variance of the emergent 
value orientation scores when students were grouped according to 
their perceptions of a personal generation gap are presented in 
Table 32. Inspection of the data indicated that no significant 
differences in emergent value orientations existed when students were 
grouped according to their perceptions of a personal generation gap. 

In Table 33, data are given for a one-way analysis of 
variance of scores when students were grouped according to their 
perceptions of a generation gap for others. Examination of the 
data indicated that students who perceived that a generation gap 
always existed for others, and students who perceived that a 
generation gap never existed for others, had somewhat lower 
mean scores than did students in the other three categories. Students 
in the "always" and "never" categories appear to accept to a 
greater degree, the emergent value orientation. Although this trend 
does appear in the data, the differences in emergent value 
orientation when students were grouped according to their perceptions 
of a generation gap for others were not found to be statistically 


significant at an acceptable level of probability. 


_ 7 
eo) Pe 

| . 7. 
- 28f so kssdnetz0 wnt 7 


quota (}) .ytiitdetooe: eo cto 
_ 
sdj syuReem o@ ion aeen ono +s 
n " _ wey "2 , a 
{ gidsT at batel! yilsotvenua oe no lIsALNE 
a a 


- cS 1 oe 
= 


isgismea siv to someiinav to sieyians tiles e = 


-.) 


- 


thxonns bequota atew etoebude nonw 201004 ‘ada 


7 
sinsesiq 918 qsg notjsyense lanoe eq + to 
dye 


iasotlingtra on tef3 betsofhnt s3s oe to wor 3999) = 
re 
teaw einebyse nadw beteixs enoitissisize suley Sa9gIaMS 2 


ae ed 


wou 
- - + - Ss = = 
tanga Isnoeteq & to smekigaoreq tienda ae 
etevyians yveaw-sdo 8 Iot msvig Sts sisb ee 
— 


di of antbyooos bequetg esew etosbude aow eoro08 | bis 


YOTt ase no vnaroiei! D enolitgqs 


olssyren 5° 6 tenis beyis 338g O ig ag rabuda sage ba 169 tbe 


s tsi Ssvisstea ofw Seansbude bas .sushie xe? betelxs 
: i 
a . 


’ + + ~——_, 4 a d + 
yswol jedwemoe bari .eresdjo rot bsetertas Tava Gag BOks 


a 


2964 


‘egases 95%d9 asdto sid at edsaebuge bib ate ahi 


tw 
te 
b 
\ 


53 tasqqs aetrogsiso “seven” bre "eyowl: a” of 


Le 

4 

L) 
we 


~ 
.noississtio sulsy 3jnegtams orld (<s97gsb : 
a 
pt 7 
iiev toasgieme ai esone1927Ib of2 ,.s3eb of3 ot Iaeqq) 


‘ . a ; 
Jasorsq ties o3 guibtos0s bequotg stsew esasau7s aotw aod 
: 7 mo 


4 ” 


42 sd oJ bauoli jon siréw etedio Jo? gag nots 1909} 

om iM 

.viiltdsdoiq to flows! elds3qsoos as ge sagoll 
+ 


Table 32 
Emergent Value Orientation Scores Compared for Students 


Grouped According to Their Perceptions 
of a Personal Generation Gap 


Perceived degree 


88 


of a personal Standard 
generation gap N Mean Deviation F Ratio Prob. 
Always 22 Zee Lull 6.09 13S 0.19 
Often 109 26.50 DelD 
Occasionally 189 PAT EAN BS On 21 
Seldom 130 28.01 5 Om. 
Never +36 26.90 6.54 
Total 480 2de 1A 6.03 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the acceptance of the 
Emergent Value Orientation. 
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Table 33 
Emergent Value Orientation Scores Compared for Students 


Grouped According to Their Perceptions 
of a Generation Gap for Others 


Perceived degree 


of a generation cr Standard 
gap for others N Mean Deviation F Ratio 
Always 26 25.08 6.82 201 
Often 206 26.99 6.10 
Occasionally 9 ZIAD f. TS8i7 
Seldom 3 28’. 02 D595 
Never 16 24.63 926 
Total 480 Ze 6.03 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the acceptance of the 
Emergent Value Orientation. 
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Employment Status of the Student's Mother 


Sub-problem 16. Are there significant differences in student 
perceptions of a generation gap when compared on the basis of the 
employment status of the student's mother? 

One-way analysis of variance was used to test for any 
Significant differences in student perceptions of a generation gap 
when compared on the basis of the employment status of the student's 
mother. The following three categories resulted from a division of 
the sample on the basis of employment status of the respondent's 
mother: mother not working outside the home, mother working part-time, 
and mother working full-time. 

In Table 34, data are presented for a one-way analysis of 
variance of scores for perceptions of a personal generation gap. 
Table 35 gives data for a one-way analysis of variance of scores 
for perceptions of a generation gap for others. Inspection of the 
data indicated that there were no significant differences in 
student perceptions of a personal generation gap, or of a generation 
gap for others, when the students were categorized on the basis of 


employment status of the mother. 


CHAPTER SUMMARY 


In this chapter an analysis of the data with respect to each 
of the sub-problems of the study has been presented. 
An examination of the data revealed that just over 


one-quarter of the respondents felt that a generation gap always 
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Table 34 


Student Perceptions of a Personal Generation Gap Compared 
on the Basis of Employment Status of the Mother 


Employment status i Standard 
of the mother N Mean Deviation F Ratio Prob. 


Not working outside 


the home 291 By05 0.969 0.63 04°53 
Working part-time ot] SS 1.041 
Working full-time 92 3.05 0.856 

Total 480 00 0.962 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
personal generation gap. 
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Table 35 


Student Perceptions of a Generation Gap for Others Compared 
on the Basis of Employment Status of the Mother 


Employment status 


92 


es Standard 
of the mother N Mean Deviation F Ratio Prob. 
Not working outside 
the home 29 2,265 0.926 0.89 0.41 
Working part-time 97 2. bl: 0.749 
Working full-time 92 2154 0.818 
Total 480 2.64 Unore 


* The lower the mean score, the greater the perceived degree of a 
generation gap for others. 
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96 
or often existed between themselves and their parents. The remaining 
three-quarters felt that a generation gap occasionally, seldom, 
or never existed between themselves and their parents. In contrast, 
almost one-half of the respondents felt that a generation gap always 
or often existed for other members of their generation. The 
remaining half felt that a generation gap occasionally, seldom, 
or never existed for other members of their generation. The data 
obtained indicated that significant differences existed between 
students' perceptions of a personal generation gap and their 
perceptions of a generation gap for others. 

Analysis of the data also indicated that the presence of 
a perceived personal generation gap is related to a perceived 
break in intergenerational communication, a perceived lack of 
intergenerational interaction, a perceived degree of intergenerational 
distrust, and perceived differences in views and opinions with 
regard to politics, religion, and morality. 

A significant difference was found in student perceptions 
of a generation gap for others when compared on the basis of Sex. 
Males were found to perceive a generation gap for others to a 
significantly greater degree than females. An examination of the 
data also revealed that a significant difference existed in 
student perceptions of a personal generation gap when compared on 
the basis of religious affiliation. Students who had no religious 
affiliation perceived a personal generation gap to a significantly 


greater degree than did students of Protestant religious affiliation. 


ce 


4 6 
ar) a 


gatniameas sit — ' 


.Jesxigoa gt ;emnetey aie 3 an a 2 OX fl eme sit 
a! 
evauls qsg nolvstesepg & Jadd a wis tne 


mts 
rey 


Agiisiteneg LES sa er wae 
obise ,ylisnei@ssso qag notsexsmeg & = 


sisb efT .noiistensa tisd2 36. eodaot eh 30 
a 

i ; eee " 

naowisd beteixes esonets 315 tJasolitagte : sla bS 2B: 


i 


We 


soltjatoneg isnoeieg & te sonnet 


09 


.etedto to? qse.a co ljs79neg & to 
2 7 ah 4 
sensesiq oft tad betsotbal osls s38b oda > etext. vi 


we 
havisotsq 8 o3 bsaefey ak gap nolistonsg I 


to dos! boyvissisq & ,no0tjsoinummos Isaoijss 


. : 7 » ee Fi 

.vitisxom bas molgiiet .69%: k 

one 

ijqo0%19q Insbuie wi bnuel ebw sonstsa7ib JnaeS 
* 


x38 to siesd sf ao bsisqmo> netiw atefjo Jol qss3 
ae 


noljsisneg & svisotsq 03 bavod sf 


yy 
1 

pe 
: 

if 

i 
ce 
— 
be 
| 


- : +2 
it to notismaimsxe nA .es5iemst nedd sa azgeb 9180 g vlan Sof 


yoneistilb insoitingie s 3and3 belsever 08. 
7 > 

bersqmon asiw qsg noigsismsg fsnoe1sq & 20 <0 gS 
» 

ies on bad ow etosbuse .fotIs11 2335 wo tpt’ Sie 


ljnsoitingle 8&8 o3 Gag so tjsishsg [sacetsq & bovisorseq nota. 


te euctgife1 s2s8tes%014 to etasbute bEb asda eetgeb 


94 

No statistically significant differences in student 
perceptions of a personal generation gap were found when the students 
were grouped on the basis of age, sex, family background, community 
background, socio-economic status, or the employment status of the 
student's mother. Nor did significant differences in traditional or 
emergent value orientations exist when students were grouped according 
to their perceptions of a personal generation gap. 

Further, no statistically significant differences in student 
perceptions of a generation gap for others were found when the 
students were grouped on the basis of age, religious affiliation, 
family background, community background, socio-economic status, 
or the employment status of the student's mother. Nor did 
Significant differences in emergent value orientations exist when 
students were grouped according to their perceptions of a generation 
gap for others. A statistically significant F ratio was obtained 
for differences in the mean scores for traditional value orientations 
when students were grouped according to their perceptions of a 
generation gap for others. However, no significant differences were 
found between any pair of means when the Scheffé multiple comparison 


of means test was applied. 
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Chapter 6 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS , AND IMPLICATIONS 
SUMMARY 


The Problem 

The primary purpose of this study was to examine perceptions 
of students regarding the generation gap. The study was designed to 
investigate the degree to which students perceive a generation gap 
between themselves and their parents, and between their generation 
and their parents' generation. Further, an attempt was made to discover 
some of the factors in the parent-child relationship which may be 
related to the generation gap. In addition, the study was intended 
to examine differences in student perceptions of the generation gap 
in terms of the following variables: age, sex, religious affiliation, 
family background, community background, socio-economic status, 


value orientations, and the employment status of the student's mother. 


Related Literature 

A review of literature related to the study suggested that 
relatively little empirical research has been carried out with 
regard to the generation gap. The literature examined also indicated 
that the terms "youth culture" and "alienation" are of little aid 
in arriving at a clear conception of the generation gap. The term 
"generation gap'' itself has not been clearly defined, and there is 


widespread disagreement as to the causes, and indeed the significance, 
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of this phenomenon. 
The review of literature demonstrated the need for a study 
to examine the position of youth on the generation gap issue. 
Examination of the literature also indicated that student perceptions 
of the generation gap could be examined in terms of a number of 
demographic variables, socio-economic status, and the value 


orientations held by students. 


Methodology 


The sample for the study consisted of students in grades ten 
and twelve from urban and rural centres in Alberta. Usable data were 
obtained from 480 students by means of a four-part questionnaire 
designed to gather information with regard to demographic and 
socio-economic variables, the parent-child relationship, value orient- 
ations as measured by the Differential Values Inventory, and perceptions 
of a personal generation gap and a generation gap for others. 

The questionnaires were administered by the researcher, and 
the information obtained was punched onto data cards for computer 
analysis. Frequency and percentage distributions of responses were 
determined, and the following statistical procedures were employed: 
chi square, the Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient, 
the t test, one-way analysis of variance, and the Scheffé multiple 
comparison of means test. 

Findings with a probability level less than or equal to 


.O5 were referred to as being "significant," with the exception 
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17) 
of findings which resulted from application of the Scheffé test, 
in which case the .10 level of probability was accepted as being 


"significant." 


Findings 

ine eeaiacels one-quarter of the respondents felt that a 
generation gap always or often existed between themselves and 
their parents. The remaining three-quarters felt that a generation 
gap occasionally, seldom, or never existed between themselves 
and their parents. In contrast, nearly one-half of the respondents 
felt that a generation gap always or often existed for other 
members of their generation. The remaining half felt that a 
generation gap occasionally, seldom, or never existed for other 
members of their generation. The difference between students' 
perceptions of a personal generation gap and their perceptions 
of a generation gap for others was found to be statistically 
significant. 

An analysis of the data also revealed that the presence of a 
perceived personal generation gap is related to a perceived break in 
intergenerational communication, a perceived lack of intergenera- 
tional interaction, a perceived degree of intergenerational distrust, 
and perceived differences in views and opinions with regard to 
politics, religion, and morality. 

A significant difference was found in student perceptions of 
a generation gap for others when compared on the basis of sex. Males 


were found to perceive a generation gap for others to a significantly 
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greater degree than females. A significant difference in student 
perceptions of a personal generation gap was found to exist when 
students were compared on the basis of religious affiliation. 
Respondents who had no religious affiliation perceived a personal 
generation gap to a significantly greater degree than did students 
of Protestant religious affiliation. 

No statistically significant differences in student 
perceptions of a personal generation gap were found when the 
students were grouped according to age, sex, family background, 
community background, socio-economic status, or the employment 
status of the student's mother. Nor were significant differences 
in traditional or emergent value orientations found to exist when 
Students were grouped according to their perceptions of a personal 
generation gap. 

In addition, no statistically significant differences in 
student perceptions of a generation gap for others were found when 
the students were grouped according to age, religious affiliation, 
family background, community background, socio-economic status, or 
the employment status of the student's mother. Nor did significant 


differences in emergent value orientations exist when students were 
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grouped according to their perceptions of a generation gap for others. 


A statistically significant F ratio was obtained for differences in 


the mean scores for traditional value orientations when students were 


grouped according to their perceptions of a generation gap for others. 


However, no significant differences were found between any pair of 


means when the Scheffé multiple comparison of means test was applied. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS 


One of the chief purposes of this study was to determine the 
degree to which students perceive a generation gap between themselves 
and their parents, and between their own generation and their parents' 
generation. An analysis of the data revealed that approximately one- 
quarter of the respondents felt that a generation gap always or often 
existed for them personally. For these individuals, the generation 
gap may present a very real and difficult problem. 

At the same time, nearly one-half of the respondents felt that 
a generation gap always or often existed for others. This rather 
marked contrast between perceptions of a personal generation gap and 
perceptions of a generation gap for others appears to provide some 
support for the contention that the generation gap phenomenon does 
not in fact exist to the degree to which it is often held to exist. 
This particular finding indicates that a considerable measure of 
misconception is associated with the generation gap problem. 

Teachers and administrators should be aware of the misconceptions 
which may be held about the generation gap, and it is suggested here 
that they can help to expose, and thereby reduce, some of the 
misunderstanding which surrounds the generation gap problem. 

Teachers and administrators can work to bring students 
and their parents together in various activities initiated by the 
school. Such activities could include student-parent discussion 
groups, as well as athletic, theatrical, and musical events and 


a variety of academically-oriented programs. These activities 
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might well serve to promote a greater degree of intergenerational 
communication, and thus help to reduce the misunderstanding which 
may exist between students and their parents. 

Another major objective of the study was to examine the 
relationship between student perceptions of a personal generation 
gap and their perceptions of the parent-child relationship. An 
analysis of the data indicated that the generation gap may be 
related to each of the following phenomena: a break in intergenera- 
tional communication, an absence of mutually enjoyed interaction 
involving both generations, a degree of intergenerational distrust, 
and differences in views and opinions with regard to politics, 
religion, and morality. While each of these component measures of 
the parent-child relationship has been identified as being potentially 
related to a generation gap, it should not be concluded that they 
are the only components which may be related to a generation gap. 

A number of other components, which the present study has not 
identified, may well exist. Further, it is not implied that a 
generation gap is always related to a combination of components 
which includes each of the six parent-child relationship elements 
identified here. It is important to recognize that because of 
individual differences, no one component or set of components 
may be identified as being characteristic of all generation gaps 
between youth and their parents. 

Notwithstanding these limitations, however, the finding that 
these six parent-child relationship elements may be related to a 


generation gap is an important one. The existence of this relationship 
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may have important implications for educational personnel. As already 
outlined above, the school could initiate various intergenerational 
activities which might result in improved parent-child relationships. 
The school may also be able to lessen the impact of the generation gap 
through modifications in curriculum and instruction. If individuals 
are educated to accept change as an ever-present phenomenon in society, 
they may find change in another generation both more acceptable and 
easier to understand. 

The findings of the study also revealed that, with two exceptions, 
no statistically significant differences in student perceptions of a 
personal generation gap, or a generation gap for others, were found when 
the students were compared on the basis of age, sex, religious 
affiliation, family background, community background, socio-economic 
status, and the employment status of the student's mother. Exceptions 
to these results included the finding that males perceived a generation 
gap for others to a significantly greater degree than females, and the 
finding that students who had no religious affiliation perceived a 
personal generation gap to a significantly greater degree than did 
students of Protestant religious affiliation. 

It is difficult to surmise as to why males perceive a generation 
gap for others to a greater extent than females. A possible explanation 
for this finding may be that in the socialization process of self- 
definition, male adolescents are taught to see themselves as more 
aggressive and more independent than females. In this regard, percep- 
tions of greater aggressiveness and independence may be directly re- 


lated to perceptions of a greater generation gap between youth and 


.aqidanotsejet biido-% 
qag soleteneg oft te Ioaqmt oft easel 0 
aleubivibat 21 .noitdoursent bos mudvott: 
vistooe ai congmosr9 tig INSeSIg-I9V9 1S 4B egnsde 3 ro 
haa sldajqsacs stom dted setsetensg tedious of pepe 
~ bass 
.anoliqsoxs owt Atiw .Jsedd belesver cals ybute of2 20 ieee 
8 Yo snol3sqesusq jaebudte ol esoneset3lb “angolting ie : 
nodw bouot sigew ,etsnato rod gsg doljsitensg 6 Yo. ~qeg aotisis 
auoigtis: .xse ,.og8 to elesd ed’ so betaqmos sisw 
3imoneos-ofoos .bavotgtosd yiiaummoo ,bavotgdced yi imad . nc 
esoliqaout .xsitom e’sasbute sf3 to antada Jasmyolqns ons bas 
nolistensg 8 boviso1eq esiam Jod3 gatbat? odj bebulont asivest anil: oO} 
ot bas .aelame? nad? eesaeb tajeszg ylinsoliiagie +s 9 aisAltje | 
& bevieoisq noltsailijia evolgtiex on bad ow stinhene tada 
bib aed’ sesgeh x9t¢aszg ylaascilingta s oJ qsg noissetensg. 
.sottsiitiie svoigilex jastestomy to a: 
noijstsaeg & ovisoxeq asiem ylw oF es seimive 03 3fuotiiib eb IT |) 
solisnaiqus sidbaacqg A .esismel asdd Jaatxs 1935973 8 03 S108 
-jise io eespo0Iq nmolsasiiaicoe sd3 mt 3ad3 sd yen 
etom es esvisemod? 962 03 3gus? sae:edasonsloba 


ee ar 
= : ~ a a ? 7 Po ; 
Sala) >| alaeial ates 
> aetna: | 
-* Aves. 


bam saucy nsewled qag stolsazeneg feseerg & 
er iit +e Kea ae | 


o 


102 
their parents. 

With regard to the variable of religious affiliation, those of 
Protestant aril ciao Peaneeeatl ction apparently feel somewhat closer to 
their parents than do students who have no religious affiliation. While 
students of Catholic and Other religious affiliations also perceived a 
personal generation gap to a lesser degree than those who had no 
religious affiliation, these differences were not statistically 
significant at an acceptable level of probability. It would appear, 
however, that those individuals who do not claim an association with a 
given system of faith or worship perceive a greater degree of separation 
between themselves and their parents than those individuals who do 
claim a particular religious affiliation. 

This difference could possibly be explained in terms of value 
orientations. As noted in the review of related literature, Cathcart 
(1967) found that students who were church members tended to more 
traditional in their value orientations. The present study was, of 
course, limited in this regard to an examination of religious affiliation, 
rather than church membership as such. Although a trend was found 
indicating that the greater the acceptance of the traditional value 
orientation, the lesser the perceived degree of a personal generation 
gap, the differences in traditional value orientations for students 
grouped according to their perceptions of a personal generation gap 
were not found to be statistically significant. 

It is evident from the findings of this study that the 
generation gap does not exist for some individuals and that it exists 


to varying degrees for others. It must also be recognized that 
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differences in perceptions of a generation gap cannot be explained 
simply by identifying such variables as, for example, community back- 
ground, or the employment status of an individual's mother. The 
complexity of the generation gap phenomenon implies the need for 


further research in this area. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 


A number of suggestions can be made with regard to further 
research: 

1) Another investigation could be conducted with modifications 
in the instrument used in the present study. One suggested modification 
is the inclusion of a scale designed to measure an individual's re- 
ligiosity. While the present study found a difference in student 
perceptions of a generation gap based on religious affiliation, a 
religiosity scale may result in more useful EResrhees dul! 

2) Another study could also be designed to intentionally 
include a larger sub-group of respondents from one-child families, 
and a larger sub-group of respondents who have high socio-economic 
status. An analysis of the data from the present study indicated 
that students in the only-child category, and students who had 
high socio-economic status tended to perceive a personal generation 
gap to a lesser degree than did other students. However, the 
differences for respondents in these sub-groups were not found 
to be statistically significant. The small number of respondents 


in these sub-groups may well have contributed to the failure to 
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establish statistically significant differences with regard to 
the variables of family size and socio-economic status. 

3) Research could be carried out to examine in greater 
detail the generation gap phenomenon as it applies in general to 
youth-adult relationships. Although the present study did examine 
some aspects of: the generation gap in its general form, it was 
primarily concerned with youth-parent relationships, rather than 
youth-adult relationships. 

4) Further research on the generation gap could be conducted 
to examine the issue from the adult perspective, as well as that 
of youth. The sample for such a study could include, for example, 
youth and their parents, or youth, teachers, and administrators. 

5) Data gathered in the present study could be used for 
further analysis. For example, multiple regression analysis could 
be used to identify predictors of the generation gap. In addition, 
the data could be employed to investigate in detail the value 


orientations measured in the study. 
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LETTER TO SUPERINTENDENTS 


Dear 


This letter is written pursuant to our recent telephone 
conversation regarding your permission to administer a questionnaire 
to students in grades ten and twelve at «33 28). = « . High School. 
I have enclosed a copy of the questionnaire. I estimate that it will 
take approximately 30 minutes to administer the questionnaire in 
each classroom. 


All information obtained by means of this questionnaire will, 
of course, remain confidential, and will be used for research 
purposes only. The data from the questionnaire will‘be used in my 
M.Ed. thesis entitled, "A Study on Student Perceptions of the 
Generation Gap.'"' I plan to administer the questionnaire to 
approximately 500 students in grades ten and twelve in Alberta. 


I wish to request your permission to administer the 
questionnaire to a class of grade ten students, and a class of grade 
twelve students 3tikeced (6 -ceneicarenienaschool. \-If you are willing 
to grant permission for the administration of the questionnaire, 
kindly return the authorization form to me in the enclosed, 
self-addressed envelope. 


Thank you. 


Yours truly, 


Ken Vandenberg 
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Authorization Form 


Permission is granted to Ken Vandenberg 
of the University of Alberta to administer 
a questionnaire to a class of grade ten 
Students and a class of grade twelve students 
aie! 2G: ee Ha gpersChool. 
Permission is also granted to contact 

irs es) Gal es DEANE Pa MOL. oto ier hers yee (er ie 
High School, to make arrangements with regard 
to a suitable time and date for the 
administration of this questionnaire. 
I understand that all of the information 
to be gathered is confidential and will 


be used for research purposes only. 


Signed: 


Superintendent of Schools, 


e e e ° . e e ° e ° 


Comments: 


agisdasbaay aed 3 pesnere Ha 
ssteintabs o3 syaBdTA 0 \ 
ge3 sbhetg, 30 aaslo Py o3 exh 
atnsbuse eviswi sbatg to etetp 5 aa 
-foofion® dgtH . . « = ew © 
iosinos od betnsyg oefs et imTs 
~ +s» + =» « « to fagioniag, «+ Sad ti 
bisget djiw etosmegnatis salem o3 Toodad it gt hess 
of3 x03 stab bas omits. sitesnas & ‘ate 
.stisonoltesup etd? to setsneieue - 

ad oe 
noitemioins of3 to Lis aadd bustetebay. 
[itw bus I[stjnebtinoo at bstedsay ot 


»ylno e9eogtuq fox89e9T 103 bee u fad 


we4 OG06 


: beag i@ ; ames 


.eloodo2 to Jasbasinizeque 


. * . . * > * 


APPENDIX B 


Questionnaire 


114 


7 ai 7 a 
ore 


7 


a ree 
i 
, 
ie 
, 


Vi) 


ry : 
: 7 i) : 
» §4en3% ad 


“6 $04 9a. A RA, 
osvene cca? “005708 Se 

ao 0% yiagnale A 
@ ip @ = 


~~ 
rs Sy 


a 2IGyests 


£15 
QUESTI ONNALRE 
This is a study of relationships between youth and their 
parents. Please answer the questions below to the best of your ability. 
anus) LS .noema, CeSt.. “ALL renterees made in this questionnaire will be 
considered confidential, and to further ensure your privacy, it is not 


necessary to put your name on this questionnaire. 


PART I 


Please circle the letter of the response which applies to you. 
(Circle the letter of only one alternative in each case.) 


1. What is your sex? 


A. male 
B. female 


2. How old are you? 


A. 14 or younger 
B. WW 

CG... hb 

Dig oles. 

Easels 

F 19 or older 


3. In which grade are you? 


A. Ten 
B. Twelve 


4. What is your religious affiliation? 


A. Protestant 

B. Roman Catholic 

C. No religious affiliation 
D. Other (please specify): 


5. What is your mother's employment status? 


A. Not working outside the home for a salary 
B. Working part-time 
C. Working full-time 


6. With whom do you live? 


A. With parents 

B. With relatives or guardians 
C. With friends of your own age 
D. Alone 
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tea 
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14. 


15: 


a he 
What is your position in the family? 


Ae Bngonly child 

B. The youngest child 
C. The oldest child 

D. An in-between child 


How many brothers and sisters do you have? 


A. None 

B. One or two 

C. Three or four 
D. Five or more 


Which of the following is applicable to your parents? 


Living together 
Divorced or separated 
Father deceased 
Mother deceased 
Both parents deceased 


AHOaAW PS 


an 


ow many years have you lived in your present community? 


5 years or longer 
Less than 5 years (If you select this answer, please circle 
one of the following items): 


Ww PP 


Where did you live for the greatest length of time before 
coming to your present community? 


Le on.a ftacm 
2% ~ in. & Village or town 
See in a city 

Does your family own a car? 


A. Yes 
B. No 


Does your family have a garage or carport? 


h. | Xes 
B. No 


Did your father go to senior high school? 


A. Yes 
B. No 


Did your mother go to senior high school? 


A. Yes 
B. No 


Did your father go to university? 


&. Yes 
B. No 


116 


10 


Of 


sinnilh, Tai, 
A ioe eis & cleus . 


Yetneraq soy of sidsotiqqs at 


so 


Sys inummes tnsesiq z2voy at bavi” day sven & es tM 
xegool to exesy € 
alotio seselq ,seswans etds Josise uoy 31) eteey 4 
: (ameat answalinn, oat % sn * 
stoied smii to si3gasl Jestsexg oft xo} svil voy 615 s1sdW 
Tytinuwmmos Jnsestq WEY OF. nr) 
mst 8 a ; 


mn ee 
Io 8 


[269 5 fwo ‘tims 


T3yoqte9 Yo sgstsg s sved ylimet + 
ii = te, 

ey 
Tloodoe daid roimes oF og wie 
ts 


# 
é 


1 : 
® 


l _ 7 : 
91a ey 
Sfooloe dgid solmee of 6g sofdom auoy E 
my rd D 
aly th 
i ehtemevtey 03 og 3 


ee 


fc. 


Le. 


18. 


Hoe 


20. 


vA 


eee 


23% 


24. 


Lo 


26. 


=» B.5 
Did your mother Zo to university? 


A. Yes 


Is there a writing desk in your home? 

A. Yes 

B. No 

Does your family have a stereo record player? 


A. Yes 


Does your family have a piano? 

A. Yes 

B. No 

Does your family get a daily newspaper? 
A. Yes 

B. No 

Do you have your own room at home? 

A. Yes 

B. No 

Does your family own its own home? 


A. Yes 


Is there an encyclopedia in your home? 

A. Yes 

B. No 

Does your family have more than 100 books? 

A. Yes 

B. No 

Did your parents borrow any books from the library last year? 


A. Yes 


Does your family leave your community each year for a holiday? 


A. Yes 
B. No 
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between you and your parents. 
alternativewin each case.): 


ie 


oe 


bik 


Do you belong to any club where you have to pay dues? 


Does your mother belong to any clubs or organizations such 
as study, church, art, or social clubs? 


A. 
Be 
Does your family own a color TV set? 
A. 
Ds 
Have you ever had lessons in music, dancing, art, etc., 


outside of school? 


A. 
ices 


Answer the following questions by circling the letter of 
the alternative which best describes the particular relationship 
(Circle the letter of only one 


I am able to express my opinions and feelings to my parents 


Yes 


Yes 


No 


Yes 
No 


Yes 
No 


quite freely: 


A. 


I engage in mutually enjoyed activities with my parents: 
A 
Bez 
C 
D 


E. 


My views and opinions on politics come close to those held 


WoO 


always 

often 
occasionally 
seldom 

never 


always 

often 
occasionally 
seldom 

never 


by my parents: 


mHoOaAwWPe 


always 

often 
occasionally 
seldom 

never 
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4. My views and opinions on religion come close to those 
held by my parents: 


A. always 

B. often 

C. occasionally 
D. seldom 

E. never 


5. My views and opinions on morality come close to those 
held by my parents: / 


A. always 

B. often 

C. occasionally 
D. seldom 
Ehoonever 

6. I can trust and confide in my parents: 

A. always 

B. often 

C. occasionally 
D. seldom 

E. never 


PART III 
Directions: 
1. Read each item carefully, beginning each with "I ought to." 
2. Think about how well the statement agrees with your feelings. 


3. Circle the number of the best answer for each statement. 


I AGREE: 
Very Strongly Moder- Some- Not 

PVOugnt: co. Strongly ately what Much 
1. plan carefully for future 

opportunities 1 2 3 4 ») 
2. feel that present happiness 

is most important 1 Z 3 4 5 
3. be careful not to offend 

others 1 2 3 4 5 
4. put in long hours of work 

each day i 2 3 4 5 


5. have firm convictions about 
educational matters 1 2 3 4 5 23 


; 7 nid ey oban mr - hi 
TTL Tass vf @avse ale ae a4 


A 


ag 


".03 tedguo I" dsiw dose goinaigesd ,viiviezas most dose b or) AoE 

.egniles? xuoy d3iw aesetgs jnoametste sda Ilow will ‘dueds i st a. 
= 

-Jngmsisse rinse 10} iswems Jesd od3 to ssdmum si3 0 ae 


\ ma et ween 8 + 
JoU -sn2 saith vigno7ts2  yiev (=6.8 


120 


O iy 
I AGREE: 
Very Strongly Moder- Some- Not 

Leouweht ‘to: Strongly ately what much 
6. attain a higher position 

than my father attained 1 Z aa 4 5) 
7. consider carefully the 

feelings of others : 2 fe) 4 5 
8. save money carefully 1 2 5 4 5 
9. make my own decisions in 

most matters 1 2 $) 4 5 
10. choose a job where I can 

work with many interesting ih 2 3 4 5 

people 
ll. strive for peace with 

everyone 1 Zz 8) 4 5 
12. have firm ideas about 

politics 1 Z 3 4 5 
Ho. sry Lo do things berter 

than others i! Z 3 4 5 
14. make as many friends as 

possible 1 2 3 4 5 
15. spend less and save more 1 Z 3 4 5 
16. resist strict discipline 

in school 1 a 3 4 5 
17. be very ambitious it Z 3 4 5 
18. feel that the group should 

decide what kind of 

behavior it will approve 1 2 3 4 5 
19. feel that present sacrifice 

may be important for future 

gains 1 2 3 4 5) 
20. get a well paying job 1 Z 3 4 5) 


21. wear clothes similar to 
those of my friends if Z 3 4 5 


22. feel children should obey 
their parents uN 2 S 4 5 
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er ie 
iP Ought co: I AGREE: 
Very Strongly Moder- Some- Not 
Strongly ately what Much 

23. do things which permit me 

to have fun and be happy 1 2 fe ok) 4 5 
24. be very sociable 1 2 3 4 5) 
25. accept strict discipline ; 

in the home 1 Zz 3 4 5 
26. try to avoid making the 

same mistake twice i Zs a 4 5 
27. get a job which has status 1 Z 5 4 5, 
28. feel that work comes before 

pleasure 1 Z 3 4 5 
29. plan and save for the future l 2 3 4 > 
30. feel present happiness is the 

most important thing in life 1 Z 3 4 5 
31. spend as much time as I can 

working independently u Z 2 4 5 
32. feel that old-fashioned 

discipline is needed today il A 3 4 5 
33. stand by my convictions 1 2 3 4 5 
34. strive to be an expert at 

something 1 2 3 4 5 
35. have fun attending parties 

and being with people il 2 3 4 5 
36. get as much pleasure out 

of life as possible t Z 3 4 5 


37. feelechat rt tid sari onreto 
be very ambitious i 2 3 4 5 
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PART IV 
"Generation gap" is a term often used to imply a separation 
between two generations, such as between youth and their parents. 
Please circle the letter of one.alternative in each of the following 
questions: 


1. I feel that there is a generation gap between me personally C 
and my parents: 

always 

often 

occasionally 56 
seldom 

never 


mwoaw Pp 


2. I feel that there is a generation gap between my generation 
and my parents' generation: 


always 

often 

occasionally Oy 
seldom 

never 
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APPENDIX C 


Varimax Rotated Factors 
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